
Briefing note

European Year for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion (2010)

Introduction: 

Each year the European Commission designates a "European Year" dedicated to raising awareness about a particular social issue. 2010 will be the European Year for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion, recognising the fact that 16% of the European Union's population - 79 million people - live below the poverty line. 

The Year will be based on 4 key principles: 

· Recognition of the rights of people in poverty and social exclusion to live in dignity and to play a full part in society; 

· Shared responsibility and participation: an increase in the public ownership of social inclusion policies, emphasising everyone’s responsibility in tackling poverty and marginalisation; 

· A more cohesive society, where no one doubts that society as a whole benefits from the eradication of poverty; 

· Commitment of all actors and concrete action, because real progress requires a long-term effort that involves all levels of governance.

Throughout 2010 events and activities will take place in each Member State across the European Union to increase public awareness of the existence of poverty and social exclusion, how it affects people and societies, and how it can be eliminated. The Year also aims to give a voice to those experiencing poverty and social exclusion by encouraging marginalised groups and disadvantaged communities to get involved in organising and participating in events. 
UK background:

The UK has been addressing the challenges of poverty and social exclusion for a number of years. 

Activities and initiatives have focused on fighting child poverty, multiple deprivation, overcoming barriers to the labour market, older people and poverty, social exclusion, intergenerational work and promoting the inclusion of ethnic minorities. The Year in the UK will focus on progress made in these areas of work and how this can be shared best with other European Member States. A UK-wide awareness raising campaign is also planned for the Year. 

Organisational structures at a national level:

The Department for Work and Pensions will lead on all activities at national level in the run up to and during the year. A national programme detailing what kind of projects and awarness raising campaigns and events will be funded during the Year has recently been published on the following website:

http://www.dwp.gov.uk/docs/ey2010-uk-national-programme.doc

Budget:

With around € 26 million available for financing projects, conferences and media campaigns, the EY 2010 will have the biggest budget ever granted to a Year. The overall budget for of the EY 2010 in the UK will be £ 1.2 million. Approximatley half of the budget will be spent on awarness raising events across the country including the national event. A call for proposals that is targeted at practical activities at grass-root level has also been recently launched.  
Bristol's involvement:
The national launch event of the European Year for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion for England has been secured for Bristol. The event will take place in the Conference Hall on the 16th March 2010 and involve European Commission officials, the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, DWP officials and a wide range of stakeholders from across the city, the South West region and the UK.  

The launch will help profiling Bristol at national and European level as “a diverse and accessible city made up of vibrant and balanced communities where everyone is valued and can thrive economically, culturally and socially” (BCC vision statement). 

There is no set format for a launch, but possibilities are currently discussed with DWP and could include exhibitions of best practise, a panel discussion with high-profile speakers and / or seminars/workshops. A professional conference team will be appointed at national level to help with organising the launch event in Bristol and promoting it across the UK and the European Union.

A steering group made up of approximately 100 representatives from the Council, the universities, LSC and grass-root level organisations has been set up in Bristol to oversee the implementation of the Year at a local level in terms of a local programme of activities which will be organised in addition to the national launch event. 

It is hoped that hosting the national launch event here in Bristol will help to improve on-going co-ordination and partnership work to tackle poverty and social exclusion at the local level and contribute towards a change in attitudes towards people experiencing poverty, enabling all citizens from Bristol to play their part in society. 

Mareike Schmidt, European and Regional Officer, 25th August 2009
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