	NORTH WEST EUROPE PROGRAMME (2007-2013) 

	WHY IS IT RELEVANT TO THE SOUTH WEST?
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As the map shows, the whole of the South West of England falls within the eligible area for the North West  Europe Transnational Co-operation Programme.

The programme is open to a wide range of beneficiaries from the public, private and third sectors are potential beneficiaries, including:

· National, regional and local authorities including sector departments and related public agencies, especially those contributing to the territorial development process (transport, environment, regional development, agriculture etc.)

· Transnational bodies and partnerships

· Universities, research and development agencies

· Non-profit organisations



	WHAT IS IT ABOUT?

	The North West Europe Programme forms part of the European Territorial Cooperation Objective which is itself a part of the Structural Funds policies for the period 2007-2013. The programme is financed by the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF).

The Territorial Cooperation Objective is split into three main strands:

· Cross Border Co-operation: Development of cross-border economic, social and environmental activities through joint strategies for sustainable territorial development: involves encouraging entrepreneurship, protection and management of natural and cultural resources, and the development of collaboration, capacities and the joint use of infrastructures; 

· Transnational Co-operation: Establish and develop transnational cooperation, including bilateral cooperation between maritime regions: priorities are innovation, the environment, better accessibility and sustainable urban development; 

· Inter-regional Co-operation: Reinforcing the effectiveness of regional policy by encouraging regional and local authorities to form networks and exchange experience. 

The North West Europe Programme provides support to transnational cooperation projects that seek to improve territorial development and cohesion in the North West Europe area, which as the map shows includes the whole of the UK, Ireland and half of France, all of Belgium, Netherlands, Luxembourg, and parts of Germany and Switzerland.

The objectives of the programme are to:
· Capitalise on the co-operation between key actors to address territorial issues across the NWE area;

· Contribute to the area’s economic competitiveness while equally promoting regionally balanced and sustainable development;

· Strengthen the economic competitiveness of NWE in response to the Lisbon agenda;
· Increase the environmental sustainability of NWE in response to the Gothenburg agenda;

· Achieve a stronger territorial balance of NWE by reducing regional disparities reflecting the aim of the EU Cohesion Policy.

	HOW DOES IT WORK?

	The North West Europe Operational Programme works around four key priorities. Each priority identifies key objectives and possible actions to be undertaken:

	1. Knowledge based economy & innovation

	Objectives
	Actions

	Promote greater entrepreneurship and facilitate the translation of innovations and knowledge into (marketable) products, processes & services

	· Actions aimed at improving the access to, and transfer of scientific/technological knowledge for prospective entrepreneurs, start-ups and businesses

· Actions aimed at linking up R&D facilities and international centres of excellence in order to improve access to scientific knowledge and technology transfer between them

· Transnational actions aimed at promoting collaboration between institutions and agencies to strengthen support systems for technology transfer, including public/private partnerships, and transnational partnerships

· Joint actions to promote the innovative use of existing/new knowledge, products and services in businesses and their wider application across NWE (e.g. in the fields of renewable energies, carbon footprint reduction,…)

· Joint actions to assist businesses in integrating/implementing innovative products, processes and services in their activities.

	Develop new and strengthen existing growth clusters and SME networks by building on endogenous potentials


	· Transnational actions to stimulate the establishment of cross-sectoral innovation platforms across the NWE territory, in both ‘stronger’ and ‘weaker’ regions

· Actions aimed at establishing links between education facilities, research institutions and SME’s for the joint use of R&D facilities and infrastructure or to undertake joint investments (to increase research and technology capacities)

· Actions aimed at establishing links between education facilities, research institutions, centres of excellence and SME networks in NWE through joint transnational marketing efforts (with a view to attracting Foreign Direct Investment)

· Actions aimed at raising the international profile of innovative NWE clusters and SME networks through joint transnational marketing efforts (with a view to attracting Foreign Direct Investment)

· Transnational actions aimed at strengthening business clusters by providing communication and social infrastructure

	To use and improve territorial cooperation in order to strengthen the institutional and territorial framework for innovation and the transfer of knowledge

	· Actions aimed at a better coordination and formulation of innovation and territorial policies by public authorities and related agencies across the transnational territory

· Actions aimed at an improved horizontal coordination of public and private actors involved in innovation and territorial development across NWE

· Actions aimed at finding transnational responses to territorial implications of the ‘knowledge economy’ (for example to reduce the contrast between ’stronger’ and ‘weaker’ regions in NWE; to attract the right labour force to NWE; to create and retain the right skills within NWE…)

	2. Natural resources and risk management

	Objectives
	Actions

	To promote an innovative and sustainable approach to natural resource management, including water, landscapes, biodiversity and energy, and waste management

	· Integrated transnational approaches to the management of trans-boundary river basins, coastal zones, seas, fresh water resources, forests and landscapes of transnational significance

· Joint strategic actions and concepts for offshore and onshore planning to protect and enhance the maritime environment and coastal zones, e.g. through common standards, harmonisation of data and information and common principles for use

· Joint measures complementing EU environmental policy and legislation by adding a transnational and territorial dimension, e.g. in the area of enhancing biodiversity

· Promotion of responsible production and consumption patterns and energy efficiency in all economic sectors and society at large, through for example joint awareness-raising measures and integrated concepts and action plans to increase energy efficiency

· Joint strategic actions for energy savings, promotion and transfer of knowledge in alternative and renewable energy management patterns

· Transnational actions to promote eco-innovation, improved management tools for green technologies, lifecycle thinking and cleaner production processes

· Joint cooperation on development, application and dissemination of environmental technologies and processes for sustainable waste management; including minimisation, recycling, and disposal particularly for energy generation.

	To promote an innovative approach to risk management and prevention, in particular water management (effects of the high concentration of human activities in coastal areas and river valleys; impacts of sea level rise on coastal areas and flood risk; the marine environment) in the context of climate change


	· Coordinated approaches to improved risk management governance across national borders, e.g. by integrating spatial planning and civil protection policies and better integration of sector and spatial policies.

· Integrated flood risk management in coastal zones and large river basins of NWE, including: harmonisation of different standards; improved institutional cooperation and better integration of national and regional administrative structures

· Interdisciplinary partnerships and PPPs; jointly developed hazard strategies/risk management plans and damage limitation; and harmonised standards for qualifications in the area of risk management

· Coordinated actions to increase maritime safety and the protection of the marine environment (e.g. from technological hazards such as oil spills, a harmonised approach to dealing with ships in distress and accidents), for instance through contingency planning for marine pollution at sea and in coastal regions

· Coordinated transnational actions on Integrated Coastal Zone Management

	To promote a transnational and spatial approach to improving the quality of soil, water and air, to minimise greenhouse gas emissions and to reduce noise pollution
	· Transnational actions aimed at improving the quality of water and coastal areas, with a clear link to the territorial development of the NWE territory

· Transnational actions aimed at improving the marine environment and integrating maritime activities with territorial development objectives of the NWE region (e.g. by developing a common maritime spatial planning concept for the English Channel and the Irish Sea).



	3. Sustainable transport and ICT solutions

	Objectives
	Actions

	To manage transport growth through optimisation of the capacity of existing (uni-modal) transport infrastructure for both passenger and freight transport (e.g.)
	· More energy-efficient modes of travel by, for instance, achieving a modal shift from road to rail transport

· Actions to make more efficient use of existing transport infrastructure capacity

	To support effective and innovative multi-modal strategic actions and efficient inter-operable systems on land, water and air (e.g.)

	· Development of inter-regional territorial development strategic actions to promote effective transport and trading flows, and to maximise the related economic development potential of transnational development corridors

· Integrated territorial development programmes to tackle the 'by-pass effect' of major rail transport connections, such as the Channel Tunnel Rail link or other HST lines, on secondary centres.

· Integrated territorial development programmes to maximise the economic potential of regional airports and port gateways in balance with environmental impacts. This includes improved surface transport access to regional airport and port gateways, improvements to feedering systems and enhanced inter-operability of national and regional systems

· Increasing the potential of inland waterway and maritime transport (short sea shipping and long-distance maritime transport), related inter-modal shift and better integrated logistical chains, and improved sustainable hinterland connections

· Improving interoperability and intermodality of passenger and freight transport on land, inland waterways, sea and air, including harmonisation of all forms of public transport across national borders and on transnational East-West and North-South corridors

	To develop innovative approaches to the use of ICT in order to improve connectivity, including approaches aimed at reducing the need to travel and at replacing physical mobility through virtual activity for both passenger mobility and freight transport (e.g.)
	· Joint transnational actions aimed at promoting the use of ICT in order to overcome the ‘digital divide’ in North West Europe the use and promotion of advanced ICT or ITS to improve transnational transport connections (in particular rail and sea transport)

· Promoting the use of advanced transport information systems and advanced traffic management systems (including the innovative use of real-time information systems or navigation systems using e.g. Galileo) to improve transnational transport flows

· Harmonisation of standards in, and compatibility of, ICT and ITS transport technology across national borders, with a view to improving the functional territorial integration of NWE and a more balanced territorial development

· The use of advanced ICT to reduce the need to travel and to replace physical mobility through virtual exchanges

	4. Strong and prosperous communities

	Objectives
	Actions

	Promote transnational actions that will enhance the economic and social performance of cities, towns and rural areas; including the economic potential of local and regional assets


	· Actions that will promote transnational cooperation between local and regional authorities to create better conditions for economic growth

· Actions aimed at realising and using the economic potential of regional assets (natural and business assets) through transnational cooperation across the NWE territory

· Actions aimed at improving transnational cooperation for organisations representing urban interests in order to improve economic performance and social cohesion

· Actions aimed at strengthening the role of secondary towns and cities in NWE in order to develop counterweights to the dominant metropolitan areas

· Actions aimed at developing and implementing joint pilot actions to identify solutions that will help to reduce the transnational impacts of commuting between cities, towns and rural areas

	Identify and develop collective actions that will improve the environmental quality and attraction of towns and cities including the sustainable use of the cultural heritage, tourism, the creative economy and sustainable and innovative energy practices


	· Develop and implement joint actions to encourage sustainable practices that will enhance the quality and attractiveness of natural and cultural assets in order to strengthen the overall competitiveness of the NWE area

· Pilot actions to improve the attractiveness and liveability of cities and towns by for example encouraging the good use of public space and encouraging a safe and attractive environment

· Develop and implement joint actions to stimulate the development of sustainable tourism activities across the NWE area

· Develop and implement transnational pilots and actions that will encourage sustainable development and practices in the construction and use of buildings

· Develop and implement joint transnational actions to stimulate the use of renewable energy sources in settlements across NEW

	Promote transnational responses to the impacts of demographic change and migration on the NWE territory
	· Elaboration and implementation of transnational actions, models and tools, to respond to the impacts of demographic change and migration patterns

· Transnational pilots and actions to improve the accessibility of, and access to, services, including ICT, for areas affected by ageing and depopulation

· Transnational actions that will facilitate the integration of the skilled labour force into cities and towns

· Transnational actions to increase the institutional capacity of public and voluntary authorities to engage in transnational and international cooperation and exchanges

	FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES:

	Total ERDF budget for 2007-2013 amounts to €355 million. For each priority this breaks down as:

Priority 1: Knowledge based economy & innovation
€89 million

Priority 2: Natural resources and risk management
€86 million

Priority 3: Sustainable transport and ICT solutions
€89 million

Priority 4: Strong and prosperous communities
€68 million

Eligibility criteria for a project includes:

· Transnationality: requiring partners from at least two NEW countries and developing model solutions for exchange of know-how and learning in a transnational context through involvement of relevant actors in different countries of the programme area;

· Impact: addressing a topic of importance or having impact on whole/an important part of NWE;

· Innovation: bringing about tangible and innovative results of common benefit to a large number of partners in NWE;

· Providing joint strategic actions, programmes or concepts for whole/an important part of NWE

· Sustainability: producing results and establish structures that last beyond lifetime of the projects

· Co-operation: vertically (among different levels of government), horizontally (among different policy sectors) and geographically (across administrative boundaries).
Details of the calls for applications:

The first call for projects closed on 15 October 2007. A total of 28 projects were submitted, of which 3 were ruled ineligible for technical reasons. Of the remaining 25, 9 projects were approved, 9 were referred back, and 7 were rejected. A number of the approved projects had conditions, which significantly reduced the investment budgets. Around €45m ERDF was committed (from the NWE total pot of €355m ERDF). 

The fifth call closed on 7 October 2009 – 14 projects out of 37 applications were approved. For more information on the successful projects click here. The sixth call will open on 12 March 2009, with a seventh call expected in October 2010.


	FURTHER INFORMATION:

	DG Regio
North West Europe website
SWUKBO briefing
SWUKBO contact Clare Breen

	SUCCESS STORIES FROM THE SOUTH WEST:

	JAF & WAVE Projects

Joint Action Against Flooding Project 2002-2006 (JAF)
· 5 partners: led by The Netherlands, partners in Germany and Somerset (incl. Somerset CC) 

· Measures and activities for improved control of water levels, aimed at increasing safety

· 5 demonstration projects – incl. creation of the River Festival in Somerset, now established as a major annual event honouring Somerset's water, its rivers and water ways

WAVE: Phase 2 project 2008-2012
· Focus on climate change proofing against flooding

· Project budgets €14m & €15m respectively. More information - http://www.jaf.nu/ 

	SWUKBO EVENTS

· The North West Europe Programme was presented during the Territorial Cooperation Roadshow held on 22 June 2007 in Somerset County Council.

· SWUKBO can help partners to organise tailor made events (such as info days and project surgeries) on any EU Programme. For further information please contact Maruxa.

· More information is available on the Funding Roadshows pages of our website.
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