	MEDIA 2007 

	WHY IS IT RELEVANT TO SOUTH WEST PARTNERS?

	MEDIA 2007 is the main EU programme available for European audiovisual sector, and aims to promote European diversity on the screen. Organisations from this sector, including SMEs, are eligible for financing under Media. Media also supports cinematographic festivals and events, as well as training activities for students and professionals.

	WHAT IS IT ABOUT?

	Since 1996, MEDIA has been active in promoting the European audiovisual sector, focusing principally on preproduction and post-production activities. MEDIA 2007 will bring all Media activities under a single programme to simplify EU funding.  The overall objectives of MEDIA 2007 are:

· to preserve and enhance European cultural diversity and its cinematographic and audiovisual heritage, guarantee accessibility to this for Europeans and promote intercultural dialogue

· to increase the circulation of European audiovisual works inside and outside the European Union

· to strengthen the competitiveness of the European audiovisual sector in the framework of an open and competitive market

Actions under MEDIA will focus on the following key challenges:
· upholding the creativity and cultural value of the European audiovisual sector;

· making the European audiovisual sector more competitive: spread a business culture, facilitate private investment, strengthen production structures of small businesses;
· reducing the gap between European countries in terms of audiovisual production capacity: preserve, enhance and promote cultural diversity and inter-cultural dialogue in Europe;

· supporting market developments with regard to digitisation: accompany the changes that digitisation is producing in the audiovisual sector at all stages of the production and distribution chain, including in terms of new skills for professionals in the sector.

	HOW DOES IT WORK?

	To achieve its objectives, MEDIA 2007 has been allocated €775million over 2007-2013.  These funds are divided into five action lines:

	Training of professionals
	Supports the creation of pan-European training networks to help professionals in the audiovisual industry enhance their competence in the international market. These networks provide close collaboration and exchange of know-how between different partners active in the training field: cinema and television schools, specialised training centres, production and distribution firms.

	Development  of production projects and companies


	Project Development
· For Medium Sized companies: slate funding
· For SMEs: funding for single projects 

· Interactive works: this action finances projects developing animations or interactive cartoons. 

	
	"i2i Audiovisual": facilitates access to financing from banks and other financial institutions by subsidising part of the cost of the guarantees required by these institutions and/or part of the financing itself.

	
	Television Production: seeks to encourage independent European audiovisual production companies to produce work (fiction, documentaries or animated films) that involves the participation or cooperation of least three broadcasters from several member states.

	Distribution of cinematographic works and audiovisual programmes
	Encourages the circulation of European audiovisual works among the different countries participating in the programme through Automatic Support, Selective Support or Sales Agent Support.

	Promotion of cinematographic works and audiovisual programmes, support for cinematographic festivals
	· Supports all kinds of promotion to help European independent producers and distributors gain access to and participate in the key European and international events and to promote European work in major international markets.  Market Access and Worldwide Promotion.

· The European Commission issues annual calls for proposals for Support for film festivals and other audiovisual events to promote European films and their distribution across Europe.

	Horizontal actions/pilot projects 

	· Ensure that the latest technologies and trends are incorporated to the business practices of beneficiaries of the programme:

· Distribution: new ways of creating and distributing and promoting European content via non linear services

· Networked databases to broaden and strengthen the access and the exploitation of catalogues

· Previously funded Projects: Projects which have received funding under a previous MEDIA Plus Pilot Project Call for Proposals.

	FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES:

	Action
	Status (and deadlines)

	Training
	Open

	Development:

· Project Development:

· Slate Funding
· Single Projects
· Interactive Works
· i2i Audiovisual 
· Television Production 
	12 April 2010
12 April 2010
12 April 2010
7 July 2010
5 March 2010, 28 June 2010

	Distribution:

Selective Support
Automatic Support
Sales Agent Support
	7 April 2010; 1 July 2010
30 April 2010
Closed

	Promotion:

Market Access
Worldwide Promotion
Support for Festivals
	30 June 2010
Closed

30 April 2010

	Horizontal Actions
	Closed

	FURTHER INFORMATION:

	European Commission - DG Information Society & Media
UK national contact Point: Media Desk UK
SWUKBO Contact: Michele Corbetta

	SWUKBO EVENTS

· The MEDIA programme will be presented at the SWUKBO roadshow on EU Funding Opportunities for the South West Creative Sector, taking place in Poole on 17 March 2010. 
· SWUKBO can help partners to organise tailor made events (such as info days and project surgeries) on any EU Programme. For further information please contact Maruxa.



