	INTERREG 4C PROGRAMME (2007-2013)

	WHY IS IT RELEVANT TO THE SOUTH WEST?

	INTERREG 4C is a programme dedicated to regional and local authorities. Its motto is: “helping regions share solutions”. The purpose of the programme is to help the regions of Europe work together and share knowledge and experience. Underpinning the programme is the idea that authorities and stakeholders at local and regional level have a vital role to play in the achievement of the EU’s strategies for growth, jobs and sustainable development. So, local and regional authorities form the core of the programme.

	WHAT IS IT ABOUT?

	The INTERREG 4C Programme is part of the European Territorial Cooperation Objective which is itself a part of the Structural Funds policies for the period 2007-2013. The programme is financed by the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF).

The Territorial Cooperation Objective is split into three main strands:

· Cross Border Co-operation: Development of cross-border economic, social and environmental activities through joint strategies for sustainable territorial development: involves encouraging entrepreneurship, protection and management of natural and cultural resources, and the development of collaboration, capacities and the joint use of infrastructures; 

· Transnational Co-operation: Establish and develop transnational cooperation, including bilateral cooperation between maritime regions: priorities are innovation, the environment, better accessibility and sustainable urban development; 

· Inter-regional Co-operation: Reinforcing the effectiveness of regional policy by encouraging regional and local authorities to form networks and exchange experience. 

INTERREG 4C falls within the third strand, and is one of four programmes supported within this strand. The focus of INTERREG 4C is on enabling EU regions to work together to share knowledge and experience, through interregional cooperation, to improve the effectiveness of regional development policies and contribute to economic modernisation and to the increased competitiveness of Europe.

The main objectives of the programme are to:

· Enable local and regional actors across the EU to exchange their experiences and knowledge; 

· Match regions less experienced in a certain policy field with more advanced regions; 

· Ensure the transfer of good practices into Convergence and Competitiveness Programmes
· Improve the effectiveness of regional development policies and contribute to economic modernisation

· Improve regional and local policies in field of innovation & knowledge economy and environment and risk prevention

	HOW DOES IT WORK?

	INTERREG 4C is driven by the Lisbon and Gothenburg Strategy which aims to deliver sustainable growth and jobs for Europe. The programme identifies two key priorities. Within each priority, a number of key sub-themes are highlighted. The INTERREG 4C programme supports projects that aim, through interregional cooperation, to improve regional policies addressing the sub-themes. Projects are not limited to addressing only one specific sub-theme. On the contrary, an integrated approach is encouraged and projects demonstrating such a cross-cutting approach will be considered with priority in the selection process.

Priority

Sub-themes

Priority 1: Innovation and the knowledge economy

· innovation, research and technology development;

· entrepreneurship and SMEs;

· the information society;

· employment, human capital and education

Priority 2: Environment and risk prevention

· natural and technological risks;

· water management;

· waste management;

· biodiversity and preservation of natural heritage;

· energy and sustainable transport;

· cultural heritage and landscape.

The following types of interventions are supported in the framework of the programme:

Regional Initiative Projects

Aim to develop ‘classic’ interregional cooperation as already supported by the INTERREG IIIC programme. The objective of this type of intervention is for regional actors to exchange experience in good practice and develop new tools/approaches for implementations.
Various grades of intensity of cooperation will be possible: basic, medium and high:

Basic

Medium

High

Exchange and dissemination of experience

May involve up to 20 partners

Exchange / dissemination of experience and transfer of practices – development of new approaches

Exchange and dissemination of experience and joint development of new approaches (mini programme), implementation of new policy elements as pilot schemes in one or more regions

Limited number of partners

Capitalisation Projects (part of Regions for economic change)
Capitalisation Projects

Fast Track Projects 

· Involve an extended partnership bringing together a considerable number of regions with different levels of experience

· Optimise the results achieved in regional development policy through collection, analysis, & dissemination of practices in a given policy area
· Direct transfer of a specific regional policy good practice to one or more regions wishing to improve in that specific field

· Involvement of a range of regional partners responsible for policy delivery in relation to the themes in the respective Convergence or Competitiveness and Employment or European Territorial Cooperation programmes

· Reference to the Regions for Economic Change initiative so as to facilitate making funding available for implementing the action plan elaborated

Types of actions supported:

· Study visits

· Joint training sessions and exercises

· Staff exchange

· Studies and reports, data analysis, comparative case studies

· Meetings and events (inter-regional workshops, seminars, conferences, etc.)

· Information and publicity actions (press release, brochures, leaflets and newsletters, website, radio and TV broadcasts, etc.)

· Development of common conceptual and methodological frameworks

· Elaboration and pilot experimentation of new instruments and approaches

· Development of operational action plans

	FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES:

	The total ERDF budget available for commitments to operations during the period 2007 to 2013 amounts to €321million, which will be matched with national co-financing. The programme provides funding for regional and local public authorities in EU27, Switzerland and Norway.

The first INTERREG 4C call for proposals was launched on 21st September 2007 and closed on 15th January 2008, with over 490 applications submitted in this first round. Details of the call are available here, which includes an application pack with all relevant information and documents: programme manual, application form, contact points etc. and there is also an online project idea database on this site. The first phase of eligibility checks was carried out between January and March and around 390 of the applications have passed this phase. The second phase of assessment is expected to be completed by end of July and approvals notified in September.

Due to the high level of demand in the first call the second call was delayed until October 2008, closing on 30 January 2009. The third call was launched on 9 December 2009 and will close on 5 March 2010. Terms of reference for this call and the application pack are available here. 

	FURTHER INFORMATION:

	DG Regio
INTERREG 4C website
SWUKBO briefing
SWUKBO contact Clare Breen

	SUCCESS STORIES FROM THE SOUTH WEST:

	RAPIDE Project: http://www.rapidenetwork.eu/  

· Regional Action Plans for Innovation Development and Enterprise

·  Identified as 'fast-track' network by Commission which means it will help inform the development of future policy on innovation

·  Led by South West RDA with partners from 12 regions across Europe
·  2 year project aiming to share and capitalise on regional best practice in bringing innovative products and services to the market more quickly 
·  3 crucial themes identified: Managing Risk, Financing Innovation and Developing Successful Partnerships

	SWUKBO EVENTS
· The IVC Programme was presented during the Territorial Cooperation Roadshow held on 22 June 2007 in Somerset County Council.
· SWUKBO can help partners to organise tailor made events (such as info days and project surgeries) on any EU Programme. For further information please contact Maruxa.
· More information is available on the Funding Roadshows pages of our website.



