	CROSS-BORDER – France (Channel) England (2007-2013) 

	WHY IS IT RELEVANT TO THE SOUTH WEST?
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The map shows the eligible areas for the France (England) Channel Programme. The areas shaded in blue are original “eligible areas” and the areas shaded in green are “adjacent areas”, which can receive up to 20% of the total programme budget. In the South West the eligible area stretches from Cornwall and Isles of Scilly, to Bournemouth and Poole, and includes Devon, Plymouth, and Torbay, with Somerset and Wiltshire included as “adjacent areas”. On the French side the eligible areas stretch from Brittany in the far west across to Somme and Pas de Calais in the east.

	WHAT IS IT ABOUT?

	The Cross-Border – France (Channel) England Programme is part of the European Territorial Cooperation Objective which is itself a part of the Structural Funds policies for the period 2007-2013. The programme is financed by the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF).

The Territorial Cooperation Objective is split into three main strands:

· Cross Border Co-operation: Development of cross-border economic, social and environmental activities through joint strategies for sustainable territorial development: involves encouraging entrepreneurship, protection and management of natural and cultural resources, and the development of collaboration, capacities and the joint use of infrastructures; 

· Transnational Co-operation: Establish and develop transnational cooperation, including bilateral cooperation between maritime regions: priorities are innovation, the environment, better accessibility and sustainable urban development; 

· Inter-regional Co-operation: Reinforcing the effectiveness of regional policy by encouraging regional and local authorities to form networks and exchange experience. 

The France (Channel) England Programme falls within the first strand – Cross Border Co-operation. Given the programme areas is characterised by a “maritime border”, namely the English Channel and part of the North Sea, there will be strong “maritime” theme running throughout, although this does not preclude “non-maritime” forms of co-operation.

	HOW DOES IT WORK?

	The Operational Programme identifies four key priorities and a set of actions. The actions identified are not exhaustive. Please note that this is a draft programme and may yet be subject to modifications.

	Priorities
	Objectives
	Actions
	Eligible Bodies

	Priority 1: Reinforce sense of belonging to a common space and raise awareness of common interests

	Reinforce the instruments of mutual understanding through the sharing of approaches and the identification of common issues

Promote mutual learning of language and culture
	Exchange of young researchers

Cross-border networks for business training

· Exchanges of key public sector personnel (for language, cultural, administrative know-how

· Gathering of harmonised and recent statistical data
	Public bodies in regional economic development field

Universities 

	Priority 2: Build partnerships for cross border economic development and centres of excellence


	· Identify & support common & complementary centres of business & research excellence (clusters, networks, and so on)
· Support the creation of new enterprises and services for business
· Promote co-operation in maritime activities
	· Mapping of competences in the eligible area

· Support to cross-border projects of collaborative research in relation to centres of excellence

· Exchange of competences in terms of R&D

· Promotion of entrepreneurship in schools and universities

· Support to business creation in the environmental sector and in social enterprises

· Exchanges of experience
	Public bodies in regional economic development field

Universities

SMEs

Public/private partnerships

	Priority 3: Build an attractive region to live


	· Jointly experiment solutions to social inclusion problem
· Share cultural and heritage related activities
· Develop tourism and diversify the range of tourist activities available
	· Research and joint work on active ageing/independent living, lifelong learning, rural areas
· Support for the networking of ports, marinas, river and estuary and related recreational activities

· Promotion of sustainable tourism
	Public bodies in regional economic development field

	Priority 4: Ensure a sustainable environmental development of the common space
	· Promote renewable energies

· Raise awareness about environmental issues and environmental management

· Ensure a balanced management of the environment and minimize risks
	· Collaborative research projects aiming at developing renewable energies such as the Wave Hub in Cornwall, which enables companies to test new and innovative wave energy capturing devices

· Exchange of knowledge and good practice in the field of water and energy resource management
· Evaluation of the environmental, economic and social consequences of climate change on the programme area, consideration scenarios and design of contingency plans
	Public bodies in regional economic development field

Local and regional organisations responsible for the management of natural areas, and natural resources

Universities

	FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES:

	Provisional ERDF budget for 2007-2013 amounts to: €169 million. For each priority this breaks down as:

Priority 1: Reinforce sense of belonging to a common space and raise awareness of common interests

€16 million

Priority 2: Build partnerships for cross border economic development and centres of excellence
€52 million

Priority 3: Build an attractive region to live
€38 million

Priority 4: Ensure a sustainable environmental development of the common space

€50 million

Details of calls for applications

The programme web site (see below) contains a timetable of planned calls during 2010. The on-line application forms, guidance notes and other documentation are also available from this web site. The first call was launched on 24 January 2008 with regular calls each year normally in February, May and September. All applications must be written in both French and English. The Operational Programme has now been adopted by the Commission, which means that the programme has been formally approved and project applications can be formally approved.


	FURTHER INFORMATION:

	DG Regio
France (Manche) – England Cross Border website
SWUKBO briefing
SWUKBO contact Clare Breen

	SUCCESS STORIES FROM THE SOUTH WEST:

	Landscape and Nature for All

· Setting-up of actions dedicated to natural habitats and biodiversity
· French Lead Partner, Parc Naturel Régional des Caps et Marais d'Opale, with Woodland and Wildlife Trusts as partners in SW

· Main aims: restoration of natural habitats to contribute to biodiversity (incl. studies of the results of these actions); and the diffusion of results and good practise exchange 
· Project budget €4.7m – no website as yet.

	SWUKBO EVENTS

· On 20 November 2007 SWUKBO, in collaboration with the South West RDA and Plymouth City Council, organised a Cross Border Project Development Roadshow and on 2 June 2008, SWUKBO organised a Cross Border Financial Management Seminar hosted by the Environment Agency in Exeter.

· SWUKBO can help partners to organise tailor made events (such as info days and project surgeries) on any EU Programme. For further information please contact Maruxa.
· More information is available on the Funding Roadshows pages of our website.


