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Youth in Action
1. Why is it relevant to South West Partners?
The Youth in Action (2007-2013) targets a wide range of bodies and organisations active in the field of youth.  For the South West, this will include the youth community, young people aged between 15 and 28, youth organizations, youth groups and local authorities. It offers exciting opportunities to establish partnerships with other organisations other countries. These may be “programme countries”: EU Member States, Norway, Iceland, Liechtenstein and Turkey, or “partner counties” which include neighbouring countries from South East Europe, Eastern Europe and Caucasus, the Mediterranean as well as countries from Latin America, Africa, the Caribbean and Asia.
2. What is it about?

Youth in Action (2007-2013) aims to promote active citizenship amongst young people. It aims to gather all stakeholders from the youth community as well as youth workers in order to encourage youth exchanges, youth initiatives and cooperation in youth policy development.
· Programme priorities 

The programme has the following general priorities: 
· Encourage young people to reflect upon European topics

· Participation of young people in democratic life

· Celebrating cultural diversity

· Inclusion of young people with fewer opportunities
· Annual priorities

For 2009 the priorities are the following as follows:
· European Year of Creativity & Innovation
· Young Peoples active participation in the European Parliament elections.
· Combating violence against women.

· Sport as a tool to promote active citizenship and social inclusion of young people.

· Promoting healthy lifestyles through physical activities including sport.

· Promoting the inclusion of young people with disabilities.

· Awareness-raising to global challenges (such as sustainable development & climate change)

· Young people’s involvement in the revision of the European Framework of cooperation in the field of youth policy.

· Intercultural dialogue.
3. How does it work?
The programme provides financial support to projects or organisations and can contribute towards expenses such as travel costs and preparation of activities. There are five key actions, all of which may be of interest to South West partners:

	Action
	Measures

	Action 1 – Youth for Europe

	1.1 Youth Exchanges

Youth Exchanges offer an opportunity for groups of young people from different countries to meet and learn about each other’s cultures. The groups plan together their Youth Exchange around a theme of mutual interest.
1.2 Youth Initiatives

Youth Initiatives support group projects designed at local, regional and national level. They also support the networking of similar projects between different countries, in order to strengthen their European aspect and to enhance cooperation and exchanges of experiences between young people.

1.3 Youth Democracy projects

Youth Democracy Projects support young people’s participation in the democratic life of their local, regional or national community, and at international level.

	Action 2 – European Voluntary Service
	The aim of the European Voluntary Service is to support young people's participation in various forms of voluntary activities, both within and outside the European Union. Under this Action, young people take part individually or in groups in non-profit, unpaid activities. 

	Action 3 -  Youth of the World

	3.1 Cooperation with neighbouring countries

This sub-action supports projects with Neighbouring Partner Countries, namely Youth Exchanges and Training and Networking projects in the youth field.

3.2 Cooperation with other countries

This sub-action concerns cooperation in the youth field, in particular the exchange of good practice with Partner Countries from other parts of the world. It encourages exchanges and training of young people and youth workers, partnerships and networks of youth organisations. Grant requests related to this sub-Action are to be submitted following specific calls for proposals. 

	Action 4 – Youth workers and support systems

	4.1 Support to bodies active at the European level

4.2 Support to the European Youth Forum

4.3 Training and networking of those in youth work and youth organisations

4.4 Projects encouraging innovation and quality

4.5 Information activities for young people & those involved in youth work & youth organisations

4.6 Partnerships

4.7 Support for the structure of the programme

4.8 Adding value to the programme

	Action 5 – Policy cooperation

	5.1 Meetings between young people and policy-makers

This sub-Action funds cooperation activities, seminars and structured dialogue between young people, those active in youth work and those responsible for youth policy.
5.2 Support for activities to bring about better knowledge of the field of youth
This sub-Action supports the identification of existing knowledge relating to the priorities in the youth field, established in the framework of the Open Method of Coordination.

5.3 Cooperation with international organisations

This sub-Action will be used to support the European Union’s cooperation with international organisations working in the youth field, in particular the Council of Europe, the United Nations or its specialized institutions. 


4. FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
The programme has been allocated an overall budget of €885 million over the period 2007-13. The Commission’s Programme Guide presents the content of Youth in Action, as well as the procedures and conditions for applying for a grant under its different actions and measures. Every year, the same deadlines apply for the following calls for proposals:
	Action
	Deadlines
	Actions to started

	Actions 1 & 2

(application to be sent to National Agency)
	1 Feb

1 April

1 June

1 September

1 November
	Between 1 May and 30 September

Between 1July and 30 November

Between 1 September and 31 January

Between 1 December and 30 April

Between 1 February and 30 June

	For the specific actions 1.1, 1.3, 2, 3.1, 4.3 and 5.1 applications  must be sent to Executive Agency
	1 February

1 June 

1 September
	1 August and 31 December

1 December and 30 April

1 March and 31 July

	· Actions 1.4, 3.2, 4.1, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6 will have specific call for proposals launched over the course of the year. 


5. FURTHER INFORMATION
· European Commission – Youth in Action 

· The Education, Audiovisual and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA) will manage Action 3 and parts of Actions 4&5.

· Actions 1 & 2 are managed by a National Agency. For the UK: Connect Youth International.

· Programme Guide for the Youth in Action Programme 2007-2013
· SWUKBO Contact: Michele Corbetta
	SUCCESS STORY FROM THE SOUTH WEST
· Full House – Bristol City Council

The project brings together 45 young people, from Bristol, Hanover and Poznan and with the support of film-makers and youth workers the young people have produced a film on the themes of migration, co-existence and homeland in Europe. The project includes three international exchange visits and workshops, one in each city, with different functions according to the project phases. The first meeting in Bristol in October 08 was for the young people to get to know each other, devise script ideas and collect ideas for the screenplay via different workshops. The second exchange leg in Hanover March 09, was dedicated to filming the international scenes, a rough cut of the available film material and to updating the project documentation. Participants will meet in Poznan in October 09 to complete the project documentation and to screen the film. Between the international meetings film work has continued in the three cities, first on the scenario and then filming the flashback scenes. To co-ordinate the work, it has been necessary to organise smaller international meetings involving the film-makers from the relevant cities and 1-2 young people to finalise the screenplay and edit the film these have happened in between the exchanges.
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