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TERRITORIAL COOPERATION PROGRAMMES
1. Why are they relevant to South West Partners?
For some of the programmes, the whole of the South West of England falls within the eligible area (for the transnational and interregional programmes). The programmes are open to a wide range of beneficiaries from the public, private and third sectors are potential beneficiaries, including:

· National, regional and local authorities including sector departments and related public agencies, especially those contributing to the territorial development process (transport, environment, regional development, agriculture etc.)

· Transnational bodies and partnerships

· Universities, research and development agencies

· Non-profit organisations

2. What is it about?

Territorial Co-operation is the third of the three “Objectives” for Structural Funds during 2007-2013 (the others being Convergence and Competitiveness & Employment). Structural Funds are part of the European regional policy, which exists to strengthen the economic, social and territorial cohesion of the European Union. The idea is to strengthen cooperation between regions, establishing cooperation networks and furthering exchange of experience with a view to diversifying their economies, supporting job creation, improving their environments and encouraging innovation.
3. How does it work?
The programme is built around three strands:
	Territorial Co-operation Strands 2007-2013
	South West eligibility

	Cross Border Co-operation 

“…development of cross-border economic, social and environmental activities through joint strategies for sustainable territorial development”
	Cornwall, Devon, Plymouth, Torbay, Dorset, Bournemouth & Poole as eligible areas of the SW, PLUS Wiltshire & Somerset as eligible adjacent areas of the SW.


	· Priorities: (Channel Programme)
- Sense of belonging to a common area
- Making the Channel an area for economic development
- Partnerships for economic, social & cultural development
- Sustainable development of the common space

· Priorities: (2 Seas Programme)
- Economically competitive, attractive & accessible area
- Promotion of a safe & healthy environment
- Improvement of good living conditions
- Common priority with Channel Programme

	Transnational Co-operation
“…establishment and development of transnational cooperation, through the financing of networks and of actions conducive to integrated territorial development”
	Whole of South West eligible in two zones:

Atlantic Area

North West Europe

	· Priorities: (Atlantic Area Programme)
- Promote Transnational Entrepreneurial & Innovation Networks
- Protect, Secure and Enhance  Marine & Coastal Environment Sustainably
- Improve Accessibility and Internal Links
- Promote Transnational Synergies in Sustainable Urban and Regional Development
· Priorities: (North West Europe Programme)
- Developing the knowledge-based economy
- Natural resources & risk management
- Improving connectivity in NWE
- Promoting strong and prosperous communities

	Interregional (Reinforcing effectiveness of Regional Policy):

Interreg IVC (Regions for Economic Change)

URBACT II (Regions for Economic Change)

ESPON II

INTERACT II
	No geographical restrictions for EU regions, so whole of South West automatically qualifies



	· Priorities:  
- IVC Programme - Innovation & Knowledge Economy and Environment & Risk Prevention
- URBACT Programme - Exchanges of experience focused on sustainable urban development 
- ESPON Programme - Studies, statistics and mapping delivered around key themes
- INTERACT - Essentially a “technical assistance” programme for all of the programmes running under the three strands.


4. FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
	Programme
	Budget (2007 – 13)

	Calls for project proposals


	Cross Border Channel


	173.5 million €
	3 calls per year in March, June & October

	Cross Border 2 Seas
	167 million €
	3 calls per year in March, June & October

	North West Europe
	355 million €
	2 calls per year in April & November

	Atlantic Area
	104 million €
	One call every year from April - June

	Interregional IVC
	391 million €
	One call every year from Nov - Jan

	URBACT II
	54 million €
	Various depending on themes (see website below)

	ESPON II
	53 million €
	Normally one per year in autumn


5. FURTHER INFORMATION
· European Commission, DG Regional Policy
· Cross Border Channel Programme 
· Cross Border 2 Seas Programme
· North West Europe Programme
· Atlantic Area Programme
· Interreg IVC Programme
· URBACT Programme
· ESPON Programme
· Interact Programme
· SWUKBO Contact : Clare Breen
	· SUCCESS STORIES FROM THE SOUTH WEST
JAF & WAVE Projects (North West Europe Programme)
Joint Action Against Flooding Project 2002-2006 (JAF)
· 5 partners: led by The Netherlands, partners in Germany and Somerset (incl. Somerset CC) 

· Measures and activities for improved control of water levels, aimed at increasing safety

· 5 demonstration projects – incl. creation of the River Festival in Somerset, now established as a major annual event honouring Somerset's water, its rivers and water ways

WAVE: Phase 2 project 2008-2012
· Focus on climate change proofing against flooding

Project budgets €14m & €15m respectively. More information - http://www.jaf.nu/
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