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CULTURE 2007-2013

1. Why is it relevant to South West Partners?
The Culture 2007-2013 Programme is of interest to a wide range of bodies and actors from the South West’s cultural community, including: cultural operators (creators, cultural players and cultural institutions), local and regional authorities, and small cultural enterprises acting in a non-profit-making cultural capacity. It is an opportunity for cultural actors to give a European dimension to their work, linking up with other EU countries, new candidate countries or countries from EFTA
2. What is it about?

The general objective of the Culture 2007-2013 Programme is to enhance the cultural area common to Europeans through the development of cultural cooperation between the creators, cultural players and cultural institutions of the participating countries. The idea is to encourage the emergence of European citizenship and identity through culture. To achieve this, the programme will focus on promoting the mobility of cultural players, encouraging the circulation of works and artistic products and upholding intercultural dialogue initiatives. It has been allocated a budget of €400million for the period 2007-2013.
3. How does it work?
The programme is built around three strands:

	Strand
	Objectives

	Support for cultural actions

(Strand 1)


	1.1 Multiannual Cooperation Projects: 

· Support for sustainable and structured cultural cooperation projects or networks.

· Bring together a variety of operators from one or more sectors for various multi-annual activities, which may be sectoral or cross-sectoral in nature but which must pursue a common objective.

· Assist the cooperation projects in their start-up and structuring phase or in their geographical extension phase so as they establish sustainable foundations and achieve financial autonomy.

1.2.1 Cooperation Measures: 
· Support for sectoral or cross-sectoral cultural cooperation actions oriented towards creativity and innovation

1.2.2 Literary Translation
· Provide financial support to for literary translation projects.

1.3 Cooperation projects with “Third Countries”:
This strand support cultural cooperation projects aimed at cultural exchanges with organisations with concluded association or cooperation agreements with the EU.  For the 2009 call for proposals, projects with organisations from the following countries are eligible: Armenia, Belarus, Egypt, Georgia, Jordan, Moldova, occupied Palestinian Territory and Tunisia.

Special Actions:

· Support for special actions in scale and scope that help to increase the sense of belonging to the Community and make people aware of the cultural diversity and contribute to intercultural dialogue.

· Raise the visibility of the Community cultural action both within the Union and beyond the EU.

· Support the “European Capitals of Culture” action and the awarding of prizes highlighting artists, works or cultural achievements.

Encourage cooperation with third countries and international organizations

	Support for bodies active at European level in the field of culture - (Strand 2)
	An annual operating grant for cultural bodies working in an area of general European interest or of Union policy.

	Support for analyses, collection and dissemination of information
(Strand 3)
	Support for analyses and the collection and dissemination of information and for activities maximizing the impact of projects in the field of European cultural cooperation and European cultural policy development.


4. FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
	Support
	Duration
	Participants
	Foreseen budget for 2009
	Deadline

(NB: deadlines are expected to remain the same for the period 2007-13)

	Multi-annual Cooperation Projects
(Strand 1.1)
	3-5 years
	At least six cultural operators from at least six different eligible countries
	€ 18.2 million

(EU grant up to € 500 000 per year, no more than 50% of budget)
	1 October 

	Cooperation Projects
(Strand 1.2.1)
	Maximum period of 2 years
	At least three cultural operators from at least three different eligible countries
	€ 17.049 million

(EU grant up to € 200 000, no more than 50% of budget)
	1 October 

	Support for organisations active at European level in the field of culture
    (Strand 2)
	Not specified
	Grants for ambassadors; advocacy networks; festivals and policy support structures for the Cultural Agenda
	€ 7.1 million

(No more than 80% of budget)
	1 November 

	Literary Translation Projects
(Strand 1.2.2)
	Maximum period of 2 years
	Independent publishers or publishing groups from countries participating in the programme
	€ 2 million

(Max. € 60 000, no more than 50% of budget)
	1 February 

	Cooperation projects with third countries
(Strand 1.3)
	Maximum period of 2 years
	At least three cultural operators from at least three eligible countries cooperating with at least one organisation from the selected third country
	€ 1.024 million

(Max. € 200 000, no more than 50% of budget)
	1 May 


5. FURTHER INFORMATION
· European Commission, DG Education and Culture 

· Education, Culture and Audiovisual Education Agency of the Commission 

· European Culture Portal
· UK Cultural Contact Point: EUCLID
· SWUKBO Contact : Michele Corbetta
	SUCCESS STORIES FROM THE SOUTH WEST
· European Regions of Culture- Cornwall Council
In 2008 Cornwall Council- Creative Unit, has been awarded €170,000 for running a Cooperation project (strand 1.2.1). The European Regions of Culture project, running for two years, aims to stimulate intercultural dialogue and exchange between cultural actors, on how culture can promote a better, more sustainable future for Europe's rural region. Under this project three cultural exchange events will be organised, during which cultural actors will undertake intercultural exchange and dialogue, focussing on a specific theme. Together with Cornwall County Council, the project involves partners from Finland (Regional Council of South Ostrobothnia) and from Poland (Department of Culture and National Heritage, Marshal office of Kujwasko-Pomorskie Voivodeship). 
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