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Comenius programme
1. Why is it relevant to South West Partners?
The Comenius programme is part of the wider Lifelong Learning Programme (LLP) (2007-2013) the main EU funding instrument in the area of education and training. The LLP engages actors at all levels of education, organisations, associations, individuals: teachers, trainers, staff, pupils, students and their representative organisations. The LLP comprises four sectoral programmes, and Comenius focuses specifically on school education. 

2. What is it about?

The overall aim of the Lifelong Learning Programme (2007-2013) is to support activities aimed at: 

· Developing quality lifelong learning, promoting high performance, innovation and a European dimension in systems and practices in this field.

· Reinforcing the contribution of lifelong learning to social cohesion, active citizenship, intercultural dialogue, gender equality and personal fulfillment.

· Promoting creativity, competitiveness, employability and the growth of an entrepreneurial spirit.

· Increasing participation in lifelong learning by people of all ages, including those with special needs and disadvantaged groups, regardless of their socio-economic background.

· Encouraging the best use of results, innovative products and processes and to exchange good practice in education and training. 
3. How does it work?

The LLP programme is structured around 6 sub-programmes: 4 sectoral programmes (Comenius, Erasmus, Leonardo, Grundtvig), the Transversal Programme and the Jean Monnet Programme. Comenius has been allocated a budget of €1,047 million for the period 2007-13, representing 13% of the total budget for the LLP. Comenius will have the following specific objectives for the period 2007-13:

· Develop knowledge and understanding among young people and educational staff of the diversity of European culture, language and its value.

· Help young people acquire the basic skills and competences necessary for their personal development for future employment and for active European citizenship. 

Funding will be provided for the following key activities:

A. Assistantships - Grants for teachers and school education staff for gaining teaching experience in a host school of another country. 

B. In-service Training - Training and job shadowing activities for teachers and school education staff in a partner school. 

C. Partnerships 

· Comenius Regio partnerships - a new stream aimed at developing inter-regional cooperation, including border region cooperation among regional and local authorities cooperation, schools and other learning and third-sector organisations.

· Comenius school partnerships for developing joint learning projects for pupils and teachers, both at bilateral and multilateral level. 
D. Multilateral Projects, aimed at developing, promoting and disseminating:

· Educational best practices.

· Experience on systems of providing information or guidance to learners, teachers and other staff.

· New teacher training courses or course content.
E. Multilateral Networks
· Develop relevant good practice and innovation.

· Promote the development of needs analysis and its practical applications within school education.
4. 2009-2010 calls for proposals 
· The European Commission is expected to publish the LLP 2009 Call for Proposals in October 2009, with deadlines for applying in February/March 2010. Once the call for proposals will be published, you will find here all the relevant documents and information for submitting a bid. 
· A major conference will be held in Brussels on 7 December 2009 to inform stakeholders about the LLP and its funding opportunities for 2010. 

5. Further information  

· European Commission,  DG Education and Culture
· The Education, Audiovisual and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA) manages the multilateral projects and networks streams of Comenius.
· In the UK, the decentralised activities are managed by the British Council (Comenius and Erasmus) and Ecotec (Leonardo, Grundtvig and the Transversal programme).

· SWUKBO briefing
 on the Lifelong Learning programme.
· SWUKBO Contact: Michele Corbetta
	Success Story from the South West
· Comenius Regio Partnerships – 2009 call for proposals
Comenius Regio partnerships have only been running since one year and until now only one call for proposals has been launched for financing projects under this stream. So far this funding stream is not very competitive: in the last call for proposals 46 UK projects were approved for funding, out of a total of 53 applications submitted. Six local authorities in the South West have been successfully awarded funding in the 2009 first call for proposals: Bath and North Somerset Council Children’s Services, Bournemouth Borough Council, Cornwall County Council, Devon County Council– Children and Young People’s Service, Dorset County Council, Gloucestershire County Council – International Education Office
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