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Speakers biographical details

Richard Crowe, London 2012 Creative Programmer
Richard Crowe works for The London Organising Committee of the Olympic and Paralympic Games as the London 2012 Creative Programmer for the region.  His job is to curate a regionally distinctive programme of cultural activity in the four years leading up to 2012. Richard is a displaced Essex boy with a background in theatre, venue management and arts development. He moved to Somerset in 1996 with his family to run the arts centre at Bridgwater before moving on to become arts development officer at Taunton Deane. He then worked as a freelancer throughout the region and across the sector, creating programmes of work in heritage and landscape settings and advocating the value of culture to the region's economic, social and environmental wellbeing. Publications include 100 Things You Didn't Know About Culture in the South West; Natural Partners - Arts in the Protected Landscape and Mists, Myths & Aspirations, a Cultural Sector Guide to the South West of England Regional Development Agency. Two plays, Cock & Bull Story and Cannibal, both written with Richard Zajdlic, have also been published and widely performed, the former given the Holywood treatment by Billy Hayes (of Midnight Express fame) in 2003. Richard is an ardent fan of the South West and is hugely excited by the opportunity the Olympiad offers to promote and represent the quality of its cultural life on a world stage.  He has no plans to move back to Essex...

Bill Burson, British Council – Comenius Programme National Contact Point 

Bill is originally from Carmarthen in west Wales. After his graduation from Cardiff University he spent a year travelling and working in Australia, New Zealand and South East Asia. Since then Bill has worked for the Welsh Assembly Government and the NHS. He has been working for the British Council since May 2008.

Geoffrey Brown, EUCLID - Culture Programme National Contact Point

Geoffrey Brown is Director of EUCLID, founded in 1993, which provides a range of European & international information, research & consultancy services.  EUCLID has been appointed by the UK Department for Media, Culture & Sport and the European Commission as the official UK Contact Point for two EU programmes – the Culture programme and the Europe for Citizens programme. In addition, EUCLID was the National Co-ordinating Body for the European Year for Intercultural Dialogue 2008.  EUCLID is also contracted by Arts Council England to provide international information services to the arts sector in England.  EUCLID has developed Culture.Info, an extensive series of online portals providing cultural information from across the world, and also produces the Alert e-newsletter.  EUCLID also organizes a wide range of seminars and conferences in the UK and in Europe on European and international topics. Previously, Geoffrey worked in arts management in the UK and Australia.

Stephen Clews, Bath & North East Somerset Council

Stephen Clews AMA, MIFA, MTS, MCIM is manager of the Roman Baths & Pump Room at Bath, where he also leads on curatorial and learning matters for the Heritage Services division of Bath & North East Somerset Council. He has taken part in four EU Culture projects and in two of them was Project Leader. His background is in archaeology and museums.
Nick Gunner, British Council – Youth in Action Programme National Contact Point 

Nick Gunner has worked for the British Council for 8 years of which the last 7 years have been with the European Youth / Youth in Action programme. Nick has extensive experience in training within the context of non-formal education and international project management. Nick previously worked in the British Council Norway as their Arts Manager. 

Josie McAlpine, British Council – Youth in Action Programme National Contact Point 

Josie McAlpine has worked for the British Council for 7 years for the European Youth / Youth in Action programme. Josie has extensive experience in the recognition of non formal education and dissemination of European information to young people. Josie previously worked in the Action 1 team of the Youth in Action programme as a Youth Initiatives specialist.  
Claire Foster, Bristol City Council
Claire has been a youth worker for nearly 10 years firstly working for two boroughs in London and now for the last 18 months in Bristol. Whilst working in London she firstly worked for the London Borough of Sutton as an Outdoor Education Youth Worker before moving boroughs to Wandsworth to manage the re-opening a youth centre. Now in Bristol Claire is based in the St Paul's area of the city where she manages a youth centre and coordinate work within the community. During her time with young people she has taken part in and led on many different projects that have been centre based or in a residential capacity. 'Full House' is her first experience of working in a international capacity.
Clare Breen, South West UK Brussels office

Clare has worked as European Officer (based in SW) for the South West UK Brussels Office for the past 18 months and amongst other activities, her role has overall responsibility for following and advising on the Territorial Cooperation Programmes. She assists with the coordination of the South West Territorial Cooperation Group (SWTCG), through which she has established good contacts with the National Contact Points for the various TC Programmes as well as potential partners in the other eligible countries. Prior to her role within the SWUKBO, Clare spent 4 years working at the Environment Agency as Project Coordinator for the Cycleau Project, one of the successful transnational projects under the North West Europe IIIB Programme which focussed on river catchment management in the South West of the UK, the North West of France and the West of Ireland. Clare’s first experience of transnational work was during her time spent at the Municipal Council of Angers in France, where she represented its UK twin town and worked with her counterparts from Germany, Italy and the Netherlands.

Ken Buchan, Dorset County Council
Ken Buchan is a marine biologist and coastal manager with a number of years of practical experience in Integrated Coastal Zone Management, marine spatial planning, marine research and MPA management within the UK and abroad. As the Coastal Policy Manager for Dorset County Council, Ken deals with marine and coastal policy issues relating to Dorset County Council’'s functions. In his current role, Ken develops projects which support the Council’s strategic aims in the marine and coastal environment, and acts as Secretary to the Dorset Coast Forum. In this role, he supervises the work of the Dorset Coast Forum Team and is currently managing the Interreg 4a funded Combining Sea and Coastal Planning in Europe (CSCOPE) project.

Richard Hayman, Devon County Council

Richard Hayman joined Devon County Council in 2004, as Senior Finance Manager, having previously worked in the private sector, prior to this he worked for the Arts Council, and also in the Further Education, and Social Housing sectors. Over the past 20 years he has gained considerable experience of European funding, partnership working and project management, and more recently as Devon County Councils Corporate External Funding Finance expert. He is working closely with the Councils Economy and Regeneration Teams but also corporately with colleagues throughout the authority on a diverse range of external funding strategies, policies, and projects.

Kathryn Edwards, Devon County Council
Kathryn Edwards is an Economic Development Officer for Devon County Council. Kathryn joined Devon after working for Cumbria County Council as a sustainability officer. Kathryn was the project manager for the RAFAEL project, supporting the project partners and making sure that the project achieved it's objectives. Kathryn's current role is focussed on supporting Devon's food and drink businesses through promotional events, supply chain and market development.
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