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Information event: 
Smart investments in the South West for a Green Economic Recovery
Thursday 14 May 2009 
Emerson’s Green Village Hall

Emerson Way

Emerson’s Green

South Gloucestershire
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Speakers biographical details

John Godwin, South Gloucestershire Council

John Godwin was a solicitor for 36 years, with the majority of the time in a Bristol-based firm, where he became senior partner. He was an Avon County Councillor from 1973 to 1981 and has been a South Gloucestershire Councillor since 2003. He is Executive Member for External Affairs and Partnerships.
Elizabeth Holt, Head of Networks & Events, European Commission Representation in London
Elizabeth Holt has been Head of Networks at the European Commission's UK Representation since early last year.  She was previously in charge of regional media and communication at local level for the European Commission in France (2006-2008) and for six years before that was head of the Commission's office in Scotland (1999-2005).  She joined the European Commission through open competition in 1981 and held a series of posts in Brussels in the Directorate-General for Employment and Social Affairs, first as Structural Funds desk officer for the UK and Ireland and later as senior policy analyst and communication specialist, before leaving Brussels for Commission postings in Edinburgh, Paris and London.  
Donald Barr, Evidence Advisor (Research), South West RDA
Donald Barr worked in the City for ten years as a bond and currency trader. Donald since took a degree in Economics at the University of Exeter, where he joined the staff of the Centre for Rural Policy Research. He held the post of Research Fellow in Agricultural Economics for 12 years, working on the economics of livestock farming, the value of countryside conservation and the evaluation of farm subsidies. Donald joined the South West RDA two years ago to advise on research and oversee the Agency’s research programme. He will be leading on the RDA’s part in the development of the evidence base for the new Single Regional Strategy.
Nigel Howells, Head of Competitiveness, South West RDA

Nigel Howells worked with Barclays Bank for 24 years in the Region and was responsible for managing Personal Sector debt for Devon and Somerset. He later joined the Learning & Skills Council for seven years, managing their Objective One, Two and Three and ESF co-financed Programmes. Nigel has been working for the South West RDA for just over one year and is responsible for managing to Commissioning and Partnership arrangements for the ERDF Competitiveness and Employment Programme.
Nick Porter, Policy and Public Affairs Officer, Local Government Association
Nick Porter works within the European Affairs Team at the Local Government Association. He has responsibility for leading the LGA’s lobbying work on Budget and Cohesion Policy and also covers other areas such as EU internal market, rural and education policy. Given his lead role on Cohesion policy, Nick also works on EU recession related issues, focusing on the role of Structural Funds to support councils during difficult times.
Roger Hutchinson, Chair, South West Councils
Roger Hutchinson has been a Member of South Gloucestershire Council since its creation in 1995.  He is currently Leader of the Labour Group and was a Deputy Leader of the Council in a four year period of a three party administration from 2003 to 2007. He is also an active Member on the Board of the West of England Partnership, which brings together four unitary councils. Roger is Chair of South West Councils, which oversees the work of the Regional Improvement and Efficiency Partnership and lobbies for a better deal for the 41 local authorities in the region.  He represents South West Councils on the Government’s Regional Economic Council and also chairs the Regional Strategic Partnership Board on Migration. 
Claudia Lock-Fuerst, Information Manager, Enterprise Europe South West

After moving to the UK from Vienna in 2000, Claudia Lock-Fuerst graduated from Bristol University with an MSc in European policy. Claudia has since worked as Information Advisor for the Euro Info Centre and Project Manager for an Objective Two business support programme with Business Link. In 2006, Claudia accepted an offer to develop and launch new UK brand Skin Kiss and worked with UK and overseas clients such as John Lewis, Harvey Nichols and Asos.com. Claudia has always worked closely with SMEs to understand their needs and requirements. In her current role as the Information Manager for Enterprise Europe South West, Claudia is particularly engaged in working with SMEs in the context of European policy and the European feedback mechanism.
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