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Briefing Note: European Integration Fund 2007-2013

1. Introduction

This briefing note provides an overview of the European Fund for the Integration of Third Country Nationals for the period 2007 – 2013.

2. European Integration Fund: key features

The European Integration Fund is a follow-up to the INTI (Integration of Third Country Nationals) preparatory actions, which ran from 2000 until 2006.

The aim of the Integration Fund is:

“..to facilitate the integration of non-EU citizens (third country nationals) into European societies as well as enabling them to fulfill the conditions of residence in EU Member States.” 

There is a budget of €825m available for the period 2007 – 2013, and delivery of the Fund is split into two levels:

· National Programmes: 93% of the budget (€768m) will be managed and delivered at national level through national programmes drafted by Member States – see Section 4 below for more details about the UK National Programme

· Community Actions: 7% of the budget (€57m) will be delivered through Community Actions, which are managed centrally by the European Commission – see Section 5 below for more details on these

3. Policy context and relevance to the South West

Although immigration policy issues are almost exclusively dealt with at Member State level, the EU has played a growing role to enhance a common approach to integration and immigration policies across the 27 EU Member States. 

The European Commission published a ‘A common agenda for Integration’ in September 2005 setting out a framework for developing a European approach to the integration of non-EU citizens which stressed the need to link between legal migration policies and integration strategies in the EU. Under this framework, Common Basic Principles were defined to assist Member States in the formulation of integration policies, to serve as a basis for Member States to explore how EU, national, regional, and local authorities can interact in the development and implementation of integration policies. 

A handbook for practitioners and policy-makers was produced May 2007 to provide policy-makers and practitioners with practical tools to improve integration policies in the context of the European common agenda for integration.

The South West Local Government Association (SWLGA) formed the Strategic Migration Partnership bringing together key regional stakeholders to address the various challenges around migration faced in the South West. One of the work streams identified by the partnership will be to undertake research to produce statistical evidence on migration issues in the region, which can be funded through the European Integration Fund. Feedback picked up by the SWUKBO prioritization exercise with South West partners indicates that the integration of migrant workers in the region remains an important issue. SWUKBO will explore potential opportunities for partners to participate in the European Integration Fund.  

4. The UK Integration Fund National Programme

The Home Office Border and Immigration Agency is the UK delivery organisation for the European Integration Fund. The programme is open to UK Government departments and agencies, local authorities, in particular Local Authority Adult, Further Education and Community Colleges, non-governmental organisations (in particular charities voluntary organizations). 

EU co-financing for projects will not exceed 50% (several projects addressing very specific issues may claim up to 75% co-financing). The total budget for the programme running from 2007 until 2013 in the UK is not known yet, although it has been confirmed that around £6.4 million are available for 2007 (expired) and £7.9 million for 2008.

4.1 Priorities and objectives
Objectives have been defined at national level for the Integration Fund UK national programme.  The Home Office Border and Immigration Agency is particularly interested in projects which support existing initiatives to allow third country nationals to fulfill the conditions for permanent residence in the UK; facilitate the integration of third country nationals into UK society; and, assess the effectiveness of existing programmes and initiatives aimed at integration third country nationals in the UK

Four specific priorities have been defined at UK level:

Priority 1: Implementation of actions designed to put the ‘Common Basic Principles for immigration integration policy in the European Union’ into practice

Priority 2: Development of indicators and evaluation methodologies to assess progress, adjust policies and measures and to facilitate co-ordination of comparative learning

Priority 3: Policy capacity building, co-ordination and intercultural competence building in the Member States across the different levels and department of government

Priority 4: Exchange of experience, good practice and information on integration between the Member States. 

4.2 State of play

The first call for proposals closed on 20 November 2007. The next call for proposals under this programme is expected to be published in January 2008 with a likely budget of around €11.5 million.

The UK is due to submit a multi-annual programming strategy to the European Commission early 2008. The strategy will allocate funds according to each of the four priorities of the programme.
Home Office officials have also confirmed with SWUKBO that local authorities can take the lead on projects funded under the Integration fund provided that match-funding for the project proposal can be secured and demonstrated. Similarly, a reasonable level of flexibility will be given to project promoters interested in submitting a bid under the Integration Fund. Innovative and original projects will be welcomed, particularly under Priority 4 (exchange of experience between Member States), though these need to relate to at least one of the above priorities. 

5. Community Actions

The Community Actions, with a budget of €57m (7% of the programme funds), will be managed centrally by the European Commission. These are open to all 27 EU Member States (except Denmark). The following organizations are eligible to participate in the programme:

· National, regional and local authorities

· Non-governmental organizations

· Public or private bodies working on a non-profit basis with an expertise on immigration issues (such as university departments and research centres)

Projects funded under community actions are expected to have a transnational dimension, have a clear European added-value, and involve a minimum of five EU member states. The EU grant per project will not exceed 80%. 

An annual programme has been published which defines the following priorities for 2007. The table below lists the priorities, its specific objectives as well as the eligible actions.

5.1 Priorities and objectives
	Priority
	Objectives
	Actions

	1. Enhance interaction between third-country nationals and member state citizens and promote integration measures and best practices targeted at society as a whole
	- Implementing integration as a dynamic two-way process of mutual accommodation by both immigrants and citizens, directly involving local authorities and civil society organisations.

- Fostering the participation of third-country nationals (such as formulation of integration policies and measures) especially at the local and regional level.
	· Comparative research and studies
· Transnational projects to examine and exchange European best practise in the field
· Awareness raising campaigns on immigration issues
· Platforms directly involving immigrants

	2. Promote integration strategies and measures targeted at different immigrant groups interest 


	- Promoting flexible integration measures targeted at different immigrant groups

- Improving the quality of services and structures in order to recognize and respond to the

different needs of immigrants' groups


	· Comparative research and studies (ie, flexibility of existing integration policies, to analyse the impacts of immigration and integration)
· Transnational cooperation networks and pilot projects to facilitate the exchange of experience

· Awareness-raising campaigns

· Information campaigns to inform immigrant groups of their rights

· Information and courses on host society’s language, culture and values

· Pilot projects involving NGOs to improve perceptions



	3. Reinforce the complementary linkage between migration and integration policies

	- Analysing immigration policies and legal frameworks from EU countries in view of their impact on integration of immigrants.

- Evaluating introductory programmes targeted at newly-arrived third-country nationals 

- Adjusting existing programmes in order to better facilitate the integration of third-country

nationals

- Addressing difficulties associated with formal recognition of qualifications

- Developing ways of assessing and validating skills and preventing brain waste
	· Studies to evaluate introductory programmes targeted at third country nationals

· Transnational working groups to gather and exchange information on the different systems of assessing conditions of entry to migrants

· Pilot projects for the training of officials and staff working in relevant agencies


5.2 State of play

A call for proposals under Community Actions is currently open until 31 January 2008. The budget for this call is €4.543 million. Calls for proposals will be published once a year until 2013. 

6. Further Info

· The European Commission European Integration Fund webpage
http://ec.europa.eu/justice_home/fsj/immigration/integration/fsj_immigration_integration_en.htm
· The Home Office Border and Immigration Agency webpage on the European Integration Fund
http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/newsarticles/callfortender_europeanfund
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