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Culture Programme (2007-2013)

1. Introduction 

This briefing provides an overview of the new EU action programme in the field of culture, Culture 2007-2013, which replaces the current Culture 2000 programme. It outlines:

· the structure of the programme

· presents the actions to be supported by the Commission

· highlights the potential opportunities for the South West actors in the field of culture. 

The briefing also includes two technical annexes:

· Annex 1 shows the breakdown of objectives, eligible activities and criteria of eligibility under the new programme Culture 2007-2013. 

· Annex 2 provides an overview of the calls for proposals, including a timeline outlining deadlines for submitting projects. 

The Commission has published the first calls for proposals under the programme at the end of 2006. The main deadlines for submitting proposals are: 

· 28 February: strand 1.1 “Multiannual cooperation projects”
· 28 February: strand 1.2.1 “Cooperation projects”

· 28 February: strand 1.2.2 “Literary translations” 

· 28 February: strand 1.3 “European Union prize scheme in the field of cultural heritage”
· 22 December 2006: strand 2 “Support for bodies active at the European level in the field of Culture”
2. Structure of the programme 

The Decision of the Council and the Parliament establishing the new Culture 2007-2013 programme has been formally adopted on 11 December 2006. The Decision has not yet been published in the Official Journal of the EU. However, the final text is not likely to be substantially modified compared to the Council’s Common position. 

The new programme is aimed at fostering the development of cultural cooperation between creators, cultural players and cultural institutions in Europe, and has been allocated a budget of €400m over the period (in 2006 prices). The new programme comprises three strands:

	Support for cultural actions


	- Multiannual cooperation projects

- Cooperation measures

- Special actions 

	Support for bodies active at European level in the field of culture


	

	Support for analyses, collection and dissemination of information 


	Support for analyses and the collection and dissemination of information and for activities maximizing the impact of projects in the field of European cultural cooperation and European cultural policy development


The most important change compared to Culture 2000 is that the Commission will run one single programme both for the support of projects and of cultural organisations active in the field of culture at the European level. The programme will be open to extended types of actors such as cultural networks and cultural enterprises, which would allow a wider range of partnerships. 

Under Culture 2007-2013, operators will be free to propose projects related to their interests whether sectoral or trans-sectoral as long as projects aim to address at least two of the three general objectives of the programme and to offer maximum added value at European level. Projects can focus on one cultural sector (painting, heritage, music, photography…) or be cross sectoral (encompassing several sectors). 

3. Activities to be supported and opportunities for the South West
The programme will address a wide range of bodies and actors from the South West’s cultural community, including: 

· Cultural operators: creators, cultural players and cultural institutions, which would include local and regional authorities 

· Small cultural enterprises acting in a non-profit-making cultural capacity 

The programme will support projects addressing at least two of the following objectives: 

· Promoting the transnational mobility of cultural players

· Encouraging the transnational circulation of works and cultural and artistic products 

· Fostering intercultural dialogue 

The Commission has stipulated a number of eligibility criteria for Culture 2007-2013:

· Projects can be focused on any cultural area or link together different cultural sectors as music and literature for instance 

· Projects must be innovative

· Projects must have an added European value that is to say something uniquely European as opposed to a local cultural project

· Projects must be developed and implemented in different eligible countries: EU 25, Norway, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Bulgaria, Romania, and new candidate countries including Croatia and Turkey

· Projects can receive a maximum of 50% of their total budget

· Culture 2007-2013 can only fund projects (no fund for buildings or new equipment)

The breakdown summary of activities to be supported under the programme is provided in Annex outlining match funding requirements, financial allocations per project or the minimum number of partners required. 

4. Further information: 

The Commission has established Cultural contact points in the Member States to promote the programme, facilitate participation of as many cultural professionals as possible, ensure an exchange of information with cultural institutions, and to maintain contact between participants of the programme. 

EUCLID has been reappointed to fulfill this function by the Commission and the Department for Culture, Media & Sport in the UK: 

85-89 Duke Street

UK – Liverpool L1 5 AP

Tel: + 44 (0) 7000 382 543

http://www.euclid.info/
Other information: 

DG Education and Culture of the Commission
Education, Culture and Audiovisual Education Agency of the Commission 

European Culture Portal
5. Funding Roadshow and next steps: 

As partners will be aware SWUKBO is organising a series of funding roadshows during 2007 on the opportunities under the new EU programmes for 2007-2013. Culture 2007 will be covered in the Citizenship roadshow, scheduled to take place in January (date to be confirmed shortly), hosted by Gloucestershire County Council, and EUCLID have confirmed that they will provide a technical overview of the new Culture 2007-2013 programme at this roadshow. We would encourage any partners planning on submitting projects under the first calls to attend the roadshow, which will also cover other a range of other “Citizenship programmes”, including Youth in Action, Citizens for Europe, Daphne III and Public Health.
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Annex One

Breakdown of objectives, activities and eligibility – Programme Culture 2007-2013

As mentioned in the briefing above, activities supported under the programme Culture 2007-2013 must address the three following objectives: Transnational mobility for everyone working in the cultural sector; Transnational circulation of works of art and cultural/artistic products; Intercultural dialogue. 

	STRAND ONE: Support for cultural actions

	OBJECTIVES
	KEY ACTIONS
	CRITERIA OF ELIGIBILITY 

	Strand one consists of direct financial support for sustainable, explanatory or special cooperation projects

Approximately 77% of the total budget of the programme should be devoted to this strand. 

Approximately 32% of the total budget of the programme should be allocated to the support for multiannual cooperation projects 

Approximately 29% of the total budget of the programme should be allocated to the support for cooperation measures

Approximately 16% of the total budget of the programme should be allocated to the support for special actions 
	The first strand supports the following three kind of activities: 

1.1 MULTIANNUAL COOPERATION PROJECT: 

Support for sustainable and structured cultural cooperation projects

Purpose: to bring together the specific quality and expertise of cultural operators throughout Europe. It will bring together a variety of operators from one or more sectors for various multi-annual activities, which may be sectoral or cross-sectoral in nature but which must pursue a common objective. 
Expected result: to assist the cooperation projects in their start-up and structuring phase or in their geographical extension phase so as they establish sustainable foundations and achieve financial autonomy 

1.2 COOPERATION MEASURES: 
→ Support for sectoral or cross-sectoral cultural cooperation actions oriented towards creativity and innovation

→ Support for translation works

1.3 SPECIAL ACTIONS

Support for special actions in scale and scope that help to increase the sense of belonging to the Community and make people aware of the cultural diversity and contribute to intercultural dialogue 

Purpose: to raise the visibility of the Community cultural action both within the Union and beyond the EU. 

It comprises the support to the “European Capitals of Culture” action and special actions as the awarding of prices highlighting artists, works or cultural achievements. It also encourages actions encouraging cooperation with third countries and international organisation
	1. MULTIANNUAL COOPERATION PROJECT: 
Objectives: Projects must address at least two of the three objectives of the programme 
Minimum number of participants: at least six operators from six different eligible countries 

Duration of project: three to five years 

Grants: financial support may not exceed 50% of the project budget. Support will be decreasing. 

Maximum: €500 000 per year 

Special requirement: a cooperation agreement must found the project (legal documents signed by all partners)

2. COOPERATION MEASURES:

Objectives: Projects must address at least two of the three objectives of the programme 
Minimum number of participants: at least three operators from three different eligible countries 

Duration of project: one to two years 

Grants: financial support may not exceed 50% of the project budget. It may not be less than €50 000 nor more than €200 000. 

3. SPECIAL ACTIONS

To be available via the calls for proposals 

	STRAND TWO: Support for bodies active at European level in the field of culture

	OBJECTIVES
	KEY ACTIONS
	CRITERIA OF ELIGIBILITY

	Stand two consists of direct financial support for bodies active at the European level in the field of culture 

Approximately 10% of the total budget of the programme should be allocated to this strand 
	This support takes the form of an annual operating grant to co-finance expenditure associated with the permanent work programme of a body which pursues an aim of general European interest in the field of culture or an objective forming part of the Union’s policy in this area 


	Objectives: support will be given to bodies working for cultural cooperation in one or more of the following ways: 

· Providing representation at Community level

· Collecting or dissemination information for facilitating trans-European cultural cooperation

· Networking at European level

· Participating in cultural cooperation projects or acting as ambassadors for European culture 

Special requirement: bodies must present a real European dimension that is to say that they must carry out their activities at European level covering at least seven European countries. 

	STRAND THREE: Support for analyses in the field of cultural cooperation 

	OBJECTIVES
	KEY ACTIONS
	CRITERIA OF ELIGIBILITY

	Strand three consists of direct financial support for the carrying out of analyses, collection and dissemination of information in the field of European cultural cooperation and European cultural policy development 

Approximately 5% of the total budget of the programme should be allocated to this strand
	This strand supports projects aimed at carrying out studies, analyses, collecting data and knowledge, analyzing statistics, disseminating information and activities that should maximize the impact of projects 

Purpose: to increase the volume and quality of information and data and to develop comparative data and analysis on cultural cooperation at European level, particularly with regard to mobility of creators and cultural players, the circulation of works of art and artistic and cultural products and intercultural dialogue 
	To be available via calls for proposals for 2008




















Annex Two 

Call for proposals for 2007 

	Reference of the call


	Strand
	Deadlines
	Budget
	Summary
	Other details 

	Conditional call for proposals EACEA 09/2006

	Strand 1 “Support for cultural actions”: 

· Strand 1.1: “Multi-annual cooperation projects

· Strand 1.2.1 cooperation measures
	28 February
	Budget for this call: 

- €15 500 000 for strand 1.1. Support 

cannot exceed 50 % of the total budget. It cannot be more than

€500 000 per year.

- €12 000 000 for strand 1.2.1. Support 

cannot exceed 50 % of the total budget. Amount must be between €50 000 and €200 000.

	Strand 1: Multi-annual cooperation projects

Support for cultural cooperation projects aiming to achieve sustainable and structured cooperation between cultural operators from countries participating in the programme. This funding is intended to support these projects during their launch and structuring phase or during their geographical expansion phase to enable them to develop over the long-term and achieve financial independence.

At least six cultural operators from at least six of the countries participating in the programme should be involved in these projects, and the projects must run for between three and five years.
Strand 1.2.1: Cooperation measures
Support for cultural cooperation actions of a sectoral or multi-sectoral nature. Priority will be given to measures that target creativity and innovation and look into ways of encouraging long-term cooperation. 

At least three cultural operators from at least three of the countries participating in the programme should be involved in these measures. The measures cannot run for more than 24 months.

	The Commission intends to fund approximately 136 applications (around 16 multi-annual cooperation projects and some 120 cooperation measures)
Attention will be paid in particular to actions promoting intercultural dialogue with the intention

of introducing some or all of the activities in 2008, the European Year of Intercultural Dialogue
All actions must begin before 15 November 2007.
Specifications and application form will soon be available here


	Reference of the call


	Strand
	Deadlines
	Budget
	Summary
	Other details 

	Conditional call for proposals

EACEA 

10/2006

	Strand 1 “Support for cultural actions”:

Strand 1. 2.2: “Literary translation”
	28 February
	Budget for this call: 

€1 500 000

Support cannot exceed €60 000 and will cover all the translation costs provided that these costs do not exceed 
50 % of the total budget.


	Support for literary translation projects submitted by independent publishers or publishing groups from countries participating to the programme. 

Each literary translation project must propose between 4 and 10 works that are eligible for translation. 

Eligible translation works: translation of literary works from one European language into another (language of a country taking part in the programme) and the translation of ancient texts forming part of our literary heritage (including Ancient Greek or Latin)
	The Commission intends to fund approximately 45 literary translation projects. 

All actions must begin before 15 November 2007.

Specifications and application form will soon be available here

	Reference of the call


	Strand
	Deadlines
	Summary
	Other details 

	Conditional call for proposals

EACEA

55/2006


	Strand 1 “Support for cultural actions”:

Strand 1.3: “European Union Prize scheme in the field of cultural heritage”


	28 February
	This calls aims to select a body, which will be entitled to organize, implement and award an EU prize scheme in the field of cultural heritage over the period 2007-2013.

This action aims to give public recognition to exemplary initiatives and best practices by either individuals, local communities or organisations, which contribute, at European level, to the protection, conservation, promotion and development of cultural heritage. 

The prize may be awarded to either an individual or a group that may involve conservation, restoration specialists, owners, local or central public authorities or non governmental organisations. The Prize should consist of €15 000 and a diploma with the logos of the EU Culture programme. 
	This action will be implemented on an annual basis and for the duration of the Culture programme. The selected body will be responsible for the organization and implementation of an annual Prize scheme as from the year 2007 and until the year 2013. 

Specifications are available here


	Reference of the call


	Strand
	Deadlines
	Budget
	Summary
	Other details 

	Conditional call for proposals 

EACEA

06/2006

	Strand 2: “Support for bodies active at the European level in level in the field of culture” 


	22 December
	Budget for this call: 

€4 800 000

The period of eligibility corresponds to the applicant's 2007 budgetary year (eligibility of 12 month-period). 

Community co-financing may represent 80% of the eligible costs of the operating budget (min: 75 000 euros, maximum: 600 000 euros).
	This call awards operating grants to co-finance expenditure associated with the permanent work programme of bodies pursuing an aim of general European interest in the field of culture or an objective forming part of the European Union's policy in this area.
Bodies must have a real European dimension: 

- They must carry out their activities at a European level, on their own or in the form of various coordinated associations

- Their activities must have an influence throughout the European Union or cover at least seven countries participating in the Programme.
	Eligible applicants must be non-profit-making bodies with legal status which have been in existence for

at least two years.

Specifications and application form available here
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