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Update on 7th Framework Programme for Research and Development

1. Introduction

The Seventh Framework Programme (FP7) is the main EU funding programme for Research and Development (R&D) for the period 2007-2013. With a budget of €50.5bn over seven years, representing a 63% increase from FP6 at current prices, FP7 provides financial support for a wide array of activities including research, demonstration, networking, exploitation, dissemination and training of researchers.

In the past, universities have a long record of accessing the Framework Programme to a large extent. However, there are many areas where local government and the RDA could benefit from EU funded research, which, in turn, could feed into innovation and improved service delivery at the local or regional level. There are also some specific activities under FP7, which promote involvement of public authorities, such as Regions of Knowledge. Some local authorities in the South West have been involved in previous Framework Programme project and these were presented at the first FP7 roadshow in Cornwall on 24 January 2007 in Truro. Due to the great success of this event, a second FP7 roadshow also on place in Bristol on 17 October 2007, focusing on ICT and Health.

2. Objectives

FP7 is seen as a tool to achieving the Lisbon goals of making Europe “the most competitive and dynamic knowledge-based economy in the world.” Contributing to the Barcelona target for the EU to spend 3% of its global GDP on R&D (3% target), FP7 is also designed to create a true European Research Area (ERA), a platform to regroup and intensify research efforts at the EU level. FP7 supports research in selected policy areas – the aim being to make the EU as a world leader in these areas.

3. Structure of FP7

FP7 is structured around four distinctive programmes and a visual breakdown can be found in the Annex. 

1. Cooperation to support international research cooperation of industry and research institutions in ten specific scientific priority areas; 

2. Ideas to fund fundamental frontier research carried out by the European Research Council; 

3. People (Marie Curie actions) to reinforce career prospects and careers of researchers and 

4. Capacities to develop research and innovation capacities throughout Europe and to ensure their optimal use.

1. Cooperation

The objective of the Cooperation Programme is to gain European leadership in ten key areas. Support will be given to research activities carried out in transnational cooperation, from collaborative projects and networks to the coordination of national research programmes. Ten themes have been identified following consultation with the Joint Research Centre and European Technology Platforms who defined R&D priorities and action plans on strategic issues for Europe’s growth.

Collaborative research will be supported through the following three funding schemes, which are primarily implemented on the basis of calls for proposals, representing a high level of continuity with FP6:

1. Collaborative projects

2. Networks of Excellence

3. Coordination/support actions
More details on these funding schemes can be found in the annex.

In a very limited number of cases, FP7 may fund the setting up of Joint Technology Initiatives, based mainly on the activities developed by European Technology Platforms and covering one or a small number of selected aspects of research. There will also be a small amount of funding to develop and strengthen the coordination of national and regional research activities through the ERA-NET scheme and for international cooperation.

a. Health


Activities include biotechnology, generic tools and technologies for human health; translating research for human health; and optimising the delivery of healthcare to European citizens.

b. Food, Agriculture and Biotechnology 

Activities include sustainable production and management of biological resources from land, forest and aquatic environments; fork to farm: food, health and well being; and life sciences and biotechnology for sustainable non-food products and processes.

c. Information and Communication Technologies 

Activities include ICT technology pillars; integration of technologies; and applications research.

d. Nanosciences, Nanotechnologies, Materials and new Production Technologies
Activities will include nanosicences and nanotechnologies; materials; new production technologies; and integration of technologies for industrial applications.

e. Energy 
Activities include hydrogen and fuel cells; renewable electricity generation; renewable fuel production; renewables for heating and cooling; CO2 capture and storage technologies for zero emission power generation; clean coal technologies; smart energy networks; energy efficiency and savings; and knowledge for energy policy making.
f. Environment (including Climate Change) 
Activities include climate change, pollution and risks; sustainable management of resources; environmental technologies; and earth observation and assessment tools.
g. Transport (including Aeronautics) 

Activities include Aeronautics and air transport; surface transport; and support to the European global satellite navigation system.

h. Socio-Economic Sciences and the Humanities 

Activities include growth, employment and competitiveness in a knowledge society; combining economic, social and environmental objectives in a European perspective; major trends in society and their implications; Europe in the world; the citizen in the European Union; socio-economic and scientific indicators; and foresight activities.

i. Space 

Activities include space-based applications at the service of the European society; exploration of space; and RTD for strengthening space foundations.

j. Security

Activities include protection against terrorism and crime; security of infrastructures and utilities; border security; and restoring security in case of crisis.
2. Ideas

The objective of the Ideas Programme is to reinforce excellence, dynamism and creativity in European research and improve the attractiveness of Europe for the best researchers and for industrial research investment, by providing a Europe-wide competitive funding mechanism for “frontier research.” A European Research Council will be created to support this research, carried out by research teams competing at European level, in all scientific and technological fields.

3. People (Marie Curie actions) – see separate briefing

The objective of the People Programme is to reinforce career prospects and mobility for European researchers. Activities will include the initial training of researchers; lifelong training and career development; industry-academia partnerships and pathways; and international fellowships.

4. Capacities – see separate briefing

The objective of the Capacities Programme is to develop research and innovation, so that the European science community has the best capacities at its service. Six specific activities have been identified.

a. Research Infrastructures 

Activities include optimising the utilisation of existing research infrastructures; fostering the development of new research infrastructures of pan-European interest; and supporting emerging needs.

b. Research for the Benefit of SMEs 

Activities include support for small groups of innovative SMEs to solve common technological problems; and support for SME associations to develop technical solutions to common problems.

c. Regions of Knowledge 

Activities include support for analysis, development and implementation of research agendas of regional clusters and cooperation between them; mentoring of regions with a less developed research profile by highly developed ones; and initiatives to improve integration of research actors and institutions in regional economies.

d. Research Potential 

Activities include exchanging experience through transnational two-way secondments of research staff; recruitment by selected centres of incoming experienced researchers for involvements in transfer of knowledge; development o certain research equipment for selected centres; organisation of workshops and conferences to facilitate knowledge transfer; and dissemination and promotional activities.

e. Science in Society 

Activities include creating a more dynamic governance of the relationship between science and society; strengthening the role of women in research and supporting science education in schools; and bridging the gap between the media and the scientific community.

f. International Cooperation 
Activities include regional priority setting and definition of cooperation policies; enhancement and development of cooperation partnerships; support for coordination of national activities on cooperation. 

4. Funding and rules

Any company, university, research centre, organisation or individual legally established in any country, may participate in a collaborative project, provided that the minimum conditions laid down in the Rules for Participation have been met.

The EU 27 Member States are eligible to participate in all FP7 funded projects and there are other categories of countries which have eligibility for different specific work programmes, according to the list of association and cooperation agreements signed:

· Associated countries – with science and technology cooperation agreements that involved contributing to the Framework Programme budget;

· Candidate countries – currently recognised as candidates for future accession to the EU;

· Third countries – justified in terms of the enhanced contribution to the objectives of FP7.

In most cases, FP7 funding is sought by building a consortium in order to submit a project proposal in response to a call. The eligibility of these consortia varies according to different conditions related to the type of funding scheme. The main funding schemes are set out in the annex.

Three forms of grant are proposed for the Community financial contribution:

1. Reimbursement of eligible costs

2. Lump sums

3. Flat-rate financial

These may be used to cover the entire Community financial contribution for a funding scheme or more than one may be used in combination. The reimbursement of eligible costs will continue to be the preferred method at the beginning of FP7. 

More information on eligible costs, as well as arrangements for intellectual property rights can be found in the Annex.

5. Calls for proposals

The Commission launched the first round of calls for proposals on 22 December 2006 on the CORDIS website, based on the requirements laid down in the specific work programmes. Other calls were launched throughout 2007 and more will be launched in 2008.

In order to reduce unnecessary workload and simplify proposals, FP7 has introduced two-stage submission and evaluation procedures:

· Where a call for proposals specifies a two-stage submission procedure, only those proposals that pass the evaluation criteria for the first stage shall be requested to submit a complete proposal in the second stage.

· Where a call for proposals specifies a two-step evaluation procedure, only those proposals that pass the first step, based on the evaluation of a limited set of criteria, shall go forward for further evaluation. 

6. Further information

National Contact Points (NCPs) provide guidance, practical information and assistance on all aspects of participation in FP7. There are 17 NCPs in the UK, all dealing with different elements of FP7. A list and contact details of the NCPs can be found at the following website:

http://cordis.europa.eu/fetch?CALLER=FP7NCP&PASSVAR%3ATITLE=FP7+NCP&QM_EN_CC_D=UNITED+KINGDOM&QM_EN_FNC_D=&QZ_WEBSRCH=&USR_SORT=EN_ORG_A+CHAR+ASC
European Enquiry Service logs all enquiries in a database to ensure you get a response in a reasonable length of time and passed through to the relevant department for expert handling. The details can be found at the following website:

http://ec.europa.eu/research/index.cfm?pg=enquiries
CORDIS is the Community Research & Development Information Service, which provides all details on FP7, including participation, calls and project partners. The information can be found at the following website:

http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/home_en.html
FP7 funding roadshow took place on Wednesday 17 October 2007 at Bristol City Council. There will workshops on the ICT and Health Strands, as well as SME participation, Marie Curie, Science in Society and the Public Health Programme. Further information, including the programme, registration form and flyer:

http://www.southwestuk.eu/pages/key-events/funding-roadshows/ict-health/view.html
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