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Speakers’ biographical details and case study synopses

Stephen Hagen was appointed Director of Research, Business and Innovation (RBI) and de facto Commercial Director at the University of the West of England, in September 2006. RBI provides support for UWE’s knowledge exchange and transfer activities, and is the University gateway to regional, national and international networks. Professor Hagen has been responsible for conducting and publishing a number of studies of European companies’ foreign language usage and needs since 1988, and has edited a number of books and reports on this subject. Professor Hagen is a Principal Investigator for the large-scale European survey (‘ELAN’) commissioned by the European Commission and the National Centre for Languages in London to review the foreign language needs of commerce and industry across 29 European countries. The report, ‘ELAN: Effects on the European Economy of Shortages of Foreign Language Skills in Enterprise’ was published by the EC in November 2006. He became an Honorary Fellow of the Institute of Linguists and a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts in 1998 and has made numerous appearances on national radio and TV to speak on the subject of language needs of UK business.

Nick Gurney graduated in History from Cambridge University, after which he spent a year in Central America, lecturing in English at Belize Teachers’ Training College as part of the British Volunteer Programme. Nick then entered the fast-stream of the Civil Service, spending 16 years in Whitehall in the Ministry of Defence and Civil Service Department. His jobs included two spells as Private Secretary to the Minister and leadership of a review of Personnel Work in the Civil Service. In 1983 he was posted to Basingstoke to take charge of Civil Service recruitment before returning to Whitehall to join the Department of Health with responsibility for nurses’ pay, grading and training. In 1990 Nick left the Civil Service to become Chief Executive of Wokingham District Council in Berkshire. In 1993, he was appointed Chief Executive of Portsmouth City Council, to which position he was re-appointed in May 1996 in preparation for Portsmouth becoming a unitary authority. In November 2003 Nick took up the post of Chief Executive at Bristol City Council. 
Eleni Marianou is Director of the South West UK Brussels Office. She is a qualified lawyer registered in the Bar of Athens. Eleni was Director for Policy in Eurocities, an Association of major metropolitan areas in Europe, for almost seven years. Prior to her post in Eurocities, she worked as a Senior Policy Officer at the Council of European Municipalities and Regions in Paris, with overall responsibility for European interregional cooperation networks. Eleni has also worked for Commission’s LEADER I programme and LEDA network and in the European Parliament’s legal service in Luxembourg.

Richard Male is Science and Industry Manager at the South West of England Regional Development Agency. It is his responsibility to promote and support regional initiatives in science and innovation, and, in particular, provide support for the work of the South West Science and Industry Council. The overall aim is to maximise the contribution of science and technology to business competitiveness; particularly those which increase the collaboration between business and the knowledge base and lead to increased research and development activity by business. Richard has worked for the South West RDA since May 2000. He has had a number of roles including the delivery of the regions Foreign Investor Support programme, working for the South West Innovation relay centre and the Agency’s Innovation team. Prior to working at the South West Regional Development Agency, he worked for five years at a full service marketing company, with particular focus on international trade and inward investment. This role required a two-year secondment to a subsidiary company in New York, in order to manage implementation of UK clients US marketing campaigns.
Andrew Smith is European Advisor for the UK Research Office (UKRO), the UK Research Councils' European Office. UKRO aims to promote effective UK participation in EU-funded research, higher education and training, and related activities by providing information, guidance and strategic advice on funding opportunities and associated European policies. Andrew is the contact for subscribing organisations in the West Midlands, South West, Wales and Northern Ireland. His duties include disseminating key intelligence and information to subscribers via the UKRO Information Services, answering queries on EU policy and programmes and briefing subscribing organisations on annual visits. Prior to his appointment at UKRO in April 2006, Andrew was a European Policy Officer at the North East Assembly, where, amongst other things, he was the lead support officer to the North East’s EU Committee of the Region’s Members. 

Richard Tuffs has recently joined West Midlands in Europe as European Policy Manager. Prior to this post Richard worked as Deputy Head of Office for the Kent Brussels Office. Richard has a career background in local government, training and higher education and celebrated 20 years in Brussels in September this year.
Peter Walters is the UK’s National Contact Point (NCP) for the ICT theme of FP7, which helps organisations (and individuals) to understand the Commission’s offer and its relevance in their context; helps those who decide to participate to find their place and supporting proposal generation in this extremely competitive activity; and mentors equally both the successful and the less fortunate. He also acts as the NCP for the smaller and allied eContentplus and ICT-PSP programmes. Peter is a west countryman, having been borne ‘to’ Newquay, grown up in Exeter and worked in Medical Physics in Plymouth. Later, having gained a degree in Applied Physics, he spent 27 years as an industrial researcher with the EMI Central Research Laboratories. A member of the pioneering team that developed NMR Imaging, he was latterly involved in research on systems for Industrial Assembly, Security Imaging and Domestic Equipment technologies. Peter is also member of several European funded projects and evaluator for the FUSE programme. In 1998, he became National Contact Point for the Information Society Technologies theme of FP5 and continued in this role in FP6. 
Dr Jonathan Williams was appointed in August 2005 to lead the regional marine sector consortium, Marine South East. He is responsible for developing the company as a catalyst for increased revenue and profitability across the marine industries. For the previous ten years, Jonathan was Chief Executive of Marinetech South, a research management and technology transfer business, located in Southampton. As CEO, he established a wide range of collaborative projects targeting leading edge technology and know-how, involving many leading marine and offshore companies. His understanding of innovation as a business process was developed during four years as Senior Project Leader at the Centre for Exploitation of Science & Technology (CEST), which he joined at its inception in 1988. This role provided experience of both industrial and academic perspectives, working at Board and VC level, as well as interaction with several Government Chief Scientists. He subsequently worked as strategic consultant to a Directorate of the Engineering & Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC). His previous industrial experience includes ten years of engineering design and project management within the offshore oil & gas industry, based in UK, Norway and Italy, as well as three years in marine renewable energy developments. Jonathan holds an engineering degree from Cambridge University (General Tripos), a Doctorate from Imperial College (London) in fluid dynamics, and a Masters in information system design from Cranfield University. He is a Chartered Engineer, and Fellow of the Institution of Mechanical Engineers. 
Professor Neil Avent is Director of the Centre for Research in Biomedicine and Co-director of the Bristol Genomics Research Institute at UWE, Bristol. His work in Transfusion medicine and Noninvasive prenatal diagnosis has led to in excess of 100 papers of international significance. He is a member of the European Hematology association, International Society of Prenatal Diagnosis, British Blood Transfusion society and the International Society of Blood Transfusion. He has co-ordinated both FP5 and FP6 projects and is currently chair of the Network Steering committee of the largest FP6 Network of Excellence, SAFE (Special Non-invasive Advances in Fetal and Neonatal Evaluation). Avent was awarded his first degree from Bristol Polytechnic in 1984, his PhD in biochemistry from Bristol University (1989) and has spent time working in the USA and the UK National Blood Service until he joined UWE in 1999. He has chaired and been invited to speak as a plenary speaker at many international congresses and is on the scientific advisory panel for the European Hematology association and for Progenika Biopharma, a Spanish Biotechnology company. Neil has attracted in excess of £1.85m in funding from the BBSRC, NHS R&D directorate, National Blood Service and the EC since joining UWE.
Professor Richard McClatchey is Director of the Centre for Complex Co-operative Systems at the University of the West of England, Bristol and a CERN Associate. He is a Fellow of the Institute of Electrical Engineers (FIEE) and of the British Computer Society (FBCS) as well as a Chartered Information Technology Practitioner and a Chartered Engineer. McClatchey established his Research Centre in 1997 and was given a Chair in Applied Computer Science in 2000. His specialties are in the management of distributed data and processes, Grids Computing and the design of data models for the capture of workflow information. He has published over 120 articles in journals or in international conferences and has been on programme committees of numerous conference series during his 13 years at UWE. McClatchey holds a PhD in High Energy Physics (from University of Sheffield in 1982) and was awarded a DPhil by UWE in 2000 acknowledging his contribution to the field of Computer Science. He has considerable experience in large European projects (e.g. ARTEMIS, CICERO, CRISTAL, MAMMOGRID, STAFF and Health-e-Child) and has several years’ consultancy experience including ORACLE. McClatchey has held research awards from the Royal Society, the Royal Academy of Engineering and CERN and has been a Visiting Professor at the University of the Savoie, France and the National University of Science & Technology at Rawalpindi, Pakistan.

Kevin Walsh is an administrator, working on coordination of the Science in Society Programme in the DG Research Directorate for Science, Economy and Society. Originally from Northern Ireland, he has been working in the European Commission for 13 years.
Professor Ruud ter Meulen is a psychologist and ethicist. He is Chair of Ethics in Medicine and Director of the Centre for Ethics in Medicine at the University of Bristol. He has worked as Professor of Philosophy and Medical Ethics and Director of the Institute for Bioethics at the University of Maastricht (The Netherlands), where he is also Honorary Professor. Ruud Ter Meulen has been working on a broad range of issues in medical ethics, including the ethics of research and research ethics committees. He was the co-founder and coordinator of the NOMET project, a national training course for members of Research Ethics Committees sponsored by the Dutch government and supported by the Dutch Central Committee for Medical Research and the Dutch Association of Research Ethics Committees. He is now supervising a PhD study into the functioning of Dutch research ethics committees, including the interaction with researchers. Professor ter Meulen has directed several international projects. He was principal co-ordinator of a range of European projects. He is currently the principal coordinator of the ENHANCE project, funded within the Sixth Framework Programme and dealing with the ethical, philosophical and social issues of enhancement technologies. He has been a partner in several other European projects, including the BioTethics Project, a training and research project for biotechnology researchers and the current BioTethed project, which is an extension of the BioTethics project, coordinated by the University of Genoa.  He is a Member of the Advisory Committee of the Science and Society Programme of the European Commission. 
Dr Richard Pancost is a Reader in Biogeochemistry in the School of Chemistry, at the University of Bristol. He has held a permanent position at Bristol since 2000, after receiving a PhD in Geosciences from Penn State University and a two-year postdoctoral position at the Netherlands Institute for Sea Research. He is an organic geochemist with specific interest in geomicrobiology and palaeoclimate reconstruction. Major research milestones in that area include participation in several international research collaborations, including three EU projects. The most recently funded EU Project, BIOTRACS (funded in 2005), builds upon his expertise in microbially mediated processes to explore trace metal cycling in the oceans.
Chris Brookes is the UK National Contact Point for the EU Public Health Programme. He is based in the Department of Health.
Angela Pilkington is a Public Health Research Assistant, based in Sefton Primary Care Trust, employed to work as part of the team working in the data collection phase of the Euro-Urhis project. The main aim of this work was to collect information on individual Member States’ current use of measures of urban health to compile a cross-EU inventory, allowing transnational comparisons and benchmarking. This role involves the identification of urban areas to be surveyed, identification of collaborators to complete the questionnaire in each urban area, identification of the definition of the selected urban areas, the dissemination of the questionnaire and the establishment of a database to record results. Prior to her posting in Sefton, Angela was working as a Trainee Public Health Analyst at Blackburn Primary Care Trust.

Case studies:

SAFE (Special Non-Invasive Advances in Fetal and Neonatal Evaluation) is a five-year FP6 project. There is a consortium of 50 members from the EU, Israel, India and China. The objective of the network is to oversee the development of Non-Invasive Prenatal Diagnosis (NIPD) for a variety of pregnancy disorders, including chromosome abnormalities and genetically inherited disease. SAFE will standardize the assays currently used for NIPD via a series of workshops through the lifetime of the network and will champion the worldwide implementation of NIPD internationally.

Health-e-Child aims at developing an integrated healthcare platform for European paediatrics, providing seamless integration of traditional and emerging sources of biomedical information. The long-term goal of the project is to provide uninhibited access to universal biomedical knowledge repositories for personalised and preventative healthcare, large-scale information-based biomedical research & training and informed policy-making.

ENHANCE (Enhancing Human Capacities: Ethics, Regulation and European Policy) investigates the latest developments within research on biology, bio-gerontology and neuroscience to reach a deeper understanding of the ethical and philosophical consequences when moving from ‘therapy’ perspective towards the one of ‘enhancement’. The project addresses the aspect of human enhancement within four specific targeted research areas: cognition, mood, physical performance in sport, and extension of life span. The ethical research is based on in-depth scientific understanding of new technologies provided from experts within neuroscience, biology and bio-gerontology. The research combines literature search, workshops and a conference.

BIOTRACS (BIOtransformations of TRace elements in AquatiC Systems) is an interdisciplinary biogeochemistry early stage-training programme at four universities across the UK: Bristol, Leeds, Manchester and Southampton. The training programme aims to generate highly skilled doctoral and postdoctoral researchers with an invaluable portfolio of analytical and interpretative scientific skills.

EURO-URHIS is a project focusing on urban health. From 2007, more than half of the world’s population will be living in cities. The health needs of urban dwellers, and the ability to monitor urban health will become a high priority. The EU Public Health Programme’s 2005 Work Plan identified the development of an urban health indicator system as an essential part of a comprehensive and integrated EU health information and knowledge system. Based on this, a group led by the University of Manchester, has started work on the development of a system of urban health indicators. The project has now entered the data collection phase, in which it is hoped that the availability of this urban health data can be determined. To assist with the collection of this information, a list of 45 urban health indicators has been developed, the EURO-URHIS 45, based on the ECHI shortlist. An accompanying questionnaire has also been created to collect information regarding the availability and use of these data in selected cities across Europe.
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