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Annex

Research for the Benefit of SMEs
 Work Programme 2007

The 2007 Work Programme for Research for the Benefit of SMEs announces three calls, outlining the eligibility, types of activities, resources & duration and funding schemes.

	Call 1: Research for SMEs (€100m) Deadline: 4 September 2007

	Eligibility
	Types of activities
	Resources & duration
	Funding 

	· At least three independent SME participants, established in three different Member States or Associated countries

· At least two RTD performers independent from any other participant
	· Open to all research fields

· RTD activities

· Demonstration activities

· Other activities (training and dissemination)
	· €0.5-1.5m per project

· 1-2 years
	· Research for the benefit of specific groups (see FP7 annex)

	Call 2: Research for SME associations (€10m) Deadline: 1 June 2007

	Eligibility
	Types of activities
	Resources & duration
	Funding 

	· At least three independent SME associations, established in three different Member States or Associated countries or one European SME association established in a Member State or Associated Country according to its national law and which is made up of a minimum of two independent legal entities, established in two different Member States or Associated countries

· At least two RTD performers, independent from any other participant
	· Open to all research fields

· RTD activities

· Dissemination activities

· Other activities (training and dissemination)
	· €1.5-4m per project

· 2-3 years
	· Research for the benefit of specific groups (see FP7 annex)

	Call 3: Coordination and Support Activity (€2m) Deadline: 10 May 2007

	Types of activities
	Funding 

	· Dissemination and exploitation of research results and exchange of good practice

· Contributing to the identification of priority research topics for SME associations

· The development or implementation modalities for “Support to national schemes providing support to SMEs or SME associations to prepare proposals to Research for the Benefit of SMEs”

· Coordination of national/regional programmes targeting SMEs in a similar way
	· Coordination and Support Actions (see FP7 annex)


Case Studies

Below are two case studies of SME projects funded under FP7. The CRAFT project is equivalent to Research for SMEs. The Collective Research Project is equivalent to Research for SME associations.

	New Technology for Controlling Wine Quality

Programme: FP6 CRAFT Award Programme (2002-2006)

Project dates: May 2004 - November 2006

Budget: €1,787,521 with an EC contribution of €90,4412

Partners

SMEs - Polmassick Vineyard in Cornwall, Cave du Canal (France), Chateau St. Auriol (France), Azienda Agricole Vitivinicole Mossi (Italy), Oliveda SA (Spain), Meridiana Wine Estate (Malta), Wine Art Estate (Greece), Gwent Electronic Materials (UK), Vigo Ltd (UK)

Research Providers – University of Plymouth, University of Pavia (Italy), University of Nantes (France), Instituto Agrario di S. Michele (Italy) and The Research Institute for Viticulture and Enology (Romania)

Project description

The University of Plymouth worked with Polmassick Vineyard in Cornwall and a group of 14 other participants to put together a cooperative research application, successfully submitted to the FP6 CRAFT Award Programme. The project developed a Wine Fermentation In-Process Monitoring System (WIPS), in order to enable small and medium sized wine producers together with producers in less developed regions to monitor in-house the quality of their wines. As a result of this research work, more user-friendly and up-gradable systems for monitoring wine quality were developed. 


	LEADOUT – Low Cost Lead-Free Soldering Technology to Improve Competitiveness of European SMEs

Programme: FP6 Collective Research (2002-2006)

Project dates: September 2004 – September 2007

Budget: €4,613,322 with an EC contribution of €2,695,778

Partners

Industrial Association Groups – JEMI France - France (France) European Federation for Welding, Joining and Cutting (Belgium), Associaão Portuguesa Das Empresas Do Sector Electrico E Electronico (Portugal), ITEK/Dansk Industri (Denmark), Surface Mount and Related Technologies Ltd (UK), Camera Di Commercio, Industria, Artigianato E Agricoltura Di Milano (Italy), Asociacion Nacional De Industrias Electronicas Y De Telecomunicaciones (Spain), TWI Limited (UK), Industry Council for Electronic Equipment Recycling (UK), Associacao Portuguesa De Empresas De Tecnologias Ambientais (Portugal), Magyar Elektronikai Es Infokommunikacios Szovetseg (Hungary), Fundacion Inasmet (Spain)
SMEs – ISIS (France), Számítástechnikai Elektronikai Méréstechnikai Ipari, Kereskedelmi, Szolgáltató Kft. (Hungary), Silgal, Sociedade International De Importacães, LDA (Portugal), Alcad S.A. (Spain), Integracion Industrial Electronica, S.L. (Spain), Beta Electronics Ltd (Ireland), Iselqui Technology (Italy), Telca - Telecomunicaciones E Assistencia (Portugal), Canford Audio Plc (UK), Blundell Production Equipment Ltd (UK), Automated Micro Technology Limited (UK), DKL Metals Ltd (UK), Tecci Circuitos Impresos S.A. (Spain), Elszetron (Hungary), Stone - Circuitos Impressos, LDA (Portugal)
Research Providers - Instituto De Soldadura E Qualidade (Portugal), Institute of Mechanics of Materials and Geostructures S.A. (Greece), Budapest University of Technology and Economics (Hungary), Forschungsvereinigung Schweiben und Verwandte Verfahren E.V. Des Dvs (Germany)

Project description

The project aims to overcome the challenges of using lead free solutions by helping European SMEs to implement the change, with minimal impact on quality, lost production hours and rejected projects. This will be achieved by establishing, and where necessary, developing best practice in lead-free small and medium volume assembly techniques. 





















































� Associated countries = Croatia, Turkey, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, Israel and Switzerland.
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