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HOW CAN THE PRIVATE SECTOR GET THE MOST OUT OF THE EU?

Funding Roadshow on Opportunities for Businesses 2007-2013

BOOK THE DATE!

The South West UK Brussels Office in partnership with Wiltshire County Council is organising a one-day funding roadshow on the opportunities for businesses provided by the European Union during the 2007-2013 programming period.
The event will take place on Tuesday 10 of July at Chippenham Town Hall, in Chippenham, Wiltshire. It will start at 10.00 with a 15.30 close.

Aim of the day 

The purpose of the day is to bring participants up to speed with the different available EU funding sources for the South West of England private sector for 2007-2013, and to discuss and explore the practical aspects of getting involved in any of these initiatives with European, national and regional experts.

Expert speakers and regional practitioners 
We are delighted to confirm the participation of Mr. Vesa Vanhanen, from the European Commission Directorate General for Enterprise. He will be joined by Mrs. Paula Nobes from the Commercial Section within the UK Permanent Representation to the EU. The regional and local dimension of the programme is assured by Mrs. Diana Mompoloki, from the South West of England Regional Development Agency, Mr. Alistair Cunningham from the Regeneration & Resources Department in Wiltshire County Council and Mr. John Cornbill from The Insight Works.  Key regional practitioners such South West Regional Development Agency’s Mr. Robin Edwards, Mrs. Vivienne Reyner, from the South West Federation of Small Business; Mrs. Sarah Harris, from Business Link South West; Mr. John Lee from South West Rural Enterprise Gateway and Mrs. Sarah Heppell from  Wiltshire County Council will facilitate the interactive workshop session and/or present illustrative case studies and best practices.
Overview of the day – Three main sessions 
(1) Plenary Session (10.00 to 11.50): Presentations by the keynote speakers to set the European, national and regional context and provide an overview of the opportunities for 2007-2013. We will see how the South West of England business community can contribute to the delivery of the Regional Economic Strategy and the Regional Operational Programmes for EU Structural Funds. We will learn about EU tools providing financial support to SMEs, entrepreneurs and innovators, with a special focus on ecoinnovation as well as on new financial engineering instruments. The Plenary Session will also address the opportunities for exploring new markets using EU instruments, paying particular attention to EU tendering. Last but not least we will take a look at how local partnerships can contribute to business development by making the most out of the available EU funded schemes. The Plenary session will be closed with a panel discussion with speakers.

(2 and 3) Interactive Workshop Sessions (12.15 to 13.15 and 14.15 to 15.15 in order to allow for delegates to attend all workshops): The morning plenary session will be translated into a series of 30-minute interactive practical workshops focused on practical key issues on how to access and get involved in the initiatives presented during the morning. Illustrative case studies and best practices will be presented. Delegates will also have the opportunity to discuss directly with the European, national and regional experts in each area. A networking lunch will be offered between both sessions.
Target audience 

The target audience for this event is businesses support organisations across the South West of England interested in EU tools and instruments for the private sector for the 2007-2013 period, but also funding and economic regeneration officers from the various regional organisations and local authorities. 

Draft Programme, registration forms and other information 

Full details - including the draft programme, registration form, and other background information will be available and updated regularly from this web-link http://www.southwestuk.eu/pages/key-events/funding-roadshows/view.html. Alternatively you can email Maruxa Cardama (mcardama@southwestuk.be) for more information. The venue has a capacity for 70 people. We recommend early registration to ensure you secure a place.

Please pass on to any colleagues that you think this will be of interest to.

We look forward to meeting you on 10 July!
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