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Territorial Co-operation Roadshow (22 June 2007):

Interactive Case Studies Workshop – project information

	(a) Atlantic Area

	EROCIPS, Melanie Parker, Devon County Council

http://www.erocips.org/intro.htm
The aim of the EROCIPS Project is to enable our environment and communities to coexist safely and sustainably with all types of shipping traffic in Atlantic Area waters. We are working to prevent and minimise the impact of future coastal pollution incidents. The project is led by Devon County Council and brings together 16 partners from England, France, Portugal and Spain.

In order to support the sustainability of sea transport systems EROCIPS aims to:

· Develop common methodologies, tools and techniques for dealing with shoreline response to coastal pollution incidents

· Make these response aids transferable across the EU

EROCIPS is working to strengthen the following aspects of our response to pollution incidents:

· Prevention strategies and techniques

· Protection of coastal assets

· Beach clean-up strategy

· Wildlife response

· Waste transportation

· Temporary waste storage

· Health and safety

· Response management


	RAFAEL, Ian Hutchcroft, Devon County Council
http://www.rafael-eu.com/-English-.html 

RAFAEL is a transnational project aimed at supporting and promoting ‘authentic’ food in different regions of the Atlantic coastal area of Europe. The project is led by Devon County Council and is being delivered by organisations from nine regions in Spain, Portugal, France and the United Kingdom who share a passion for ‘authentic’ food and whose landscapes entirely reflect their systems of food production. The partners from each of the nine regions work closely together to share experience and expertise and promote the cultural identity of the ‘Atlantic Arc’ Area through its authentic produce.

Authentic food is food that is locally grown and sold, and is linked to the natural, cultural and historical assets of the region. Authentic food comes from sustainable farming and processing systems, often certified organic and can be traced along the food chain. It is concerned with people, those who produce and process the food, ensuring good work ethics and fair-trade, and the people consuming the food, so that they receive high quality, healthy and safe food that has been produced GM fee and to high animal welfare standards. The concept of food covered by this project includes every kind of raw and processed food from the wide climatic diversity of the participating regions. The project focuses on land based production systems and includes all parts of the food chain from production, processing, marketing, retailing, consumption and associated products and activities such as agri-tourism.

The project is working to increase the amount of authentic food that is produced and sold within the region to local people, visitors and local businesses and public bodies. This is achieved by promoting the concept of authentic food and developing local supply links.

A series of exchanges is taking place for the sharing of learning and knowledge between the partners and local stakeholders to create a network for authentic food in the Atlantic Area.




	(b) North West Europe

	Joint Approach to Managing Fooding, Sarah Diacono, Somerset County Council

http://www.jaf.nu/nieuw/eng/home/index.html
The Joint Approach to Managing Flooding (JAF) ran from 2002 to 2006, and brought together five organisations responsible for water management in the Netherlands, Great Britain and Germany:

· Water Board Regge en Dinkel 

· Water Board Velt en Vecht 

· Water Board Groot Salland 

· Somerset County Council 

· Wasserverband Eifel-Rur
The JAF project has developed measures and activities for improved control of water levels, aimed at increasing safety. A number of methods have been used to do this:

· Multifunctional use of land We use natural land or agricultural land to increase the saturation capacity within the catchment basin. 

· Restoring rivers Restoring the natural river course in order to increase the storage capacity, where possible in combination with nature development. 

· New technologies for water management Developing new methods and strategies in order to control flooding. 

· Creating awareness of the risks of flooding and showing which measures are required in order to ensure a safe future. 

· European cooperation By cooperating with partners from other European countries, we can achieve more and we are better equipped to deal with cross-border problems.

The JAF Project included five demonstration projects, one of which was the creation of the River Festival in Somerset, which is now established as a major annual event honouring Somerset's water, its rivers and water ways.


	Cycleau Project, Pascal Herry, Environment Agency

http://www.cycleau.com/index.asp
The Cycleau project is led by the Environment Agency, and brings together 14 organisations from the UK, France and Ireland. Cycleau aims to:

· Find innovative ways of managing and improving the water environment. 

· Share knowledge and experience of water management. 

· Involve local communities in the management of local rivers.

The Cycleau project aims to form a shared, integrated approach to the planning and management of natural water resources in the coastal zone. At present, there is no common approach to this issue, even though it is a widespread problem in coastal areas. Many of Europe’s coastal zones face problems of deterioration of their resources.

The Cycleau Project aims to produce a methodology that can be used as a roadmap by communities wishing to use best practice in environmental management. The legacy of Cycleau is a ‘quality brand’, a methodology that can help communities best look after their own water environments. 

There are 8 actions (themes) in total. Each action follows a series of phases:

· Catchment profiling  

· Target setting 

· Risk assessment 

Once this information has been established, the Cycleau approach will be tested, demonstrated and trialled at sites across the study area (these are referred to as “investment activities”), based around the following actions: 

· Physical processes 

· Stakeholder participation 

· Habitat recreation 

· Diffuse pollution 

· Acute pollution



	VEPS, John Counsell, University of the West of England (UWE)

http://www.veps3d.org/site/242.asp
The VEPS project is a partnership led by the Environment Agency for England and Wales (UK). Organisations from France, Germany and UK make up the partnership, and as well as the associated planning authorities, the partners are:

· University of West of England, Research Centre for the Built and Human Environment (UK); 

· Scientific & Technical Building Centre (CSTB) (FR); 

· University of Salford, the Research Institute for the Built and Human Environment (UK); 

· Manchester Digital Development Agency (a part of Manchester City Council) (UK); 

· Clementine Media (UK); 

· Stuttgart University of Applied Sciences (DE); 

· University of Freiburg (DE);

· Landeshauptstadt Stuttgart (DE);

· Groundwork UK (UK);

· University of Tours (FR).

The Virtual Environmental Planning project (VEPs) is an alternative approach to planning consultation, allowing people to view and make comments on planning developments in three-dimensions (3D) within the context of an existing landscape or cityscape.

Many people find it difficult to:

· visualise what a development will look like from two-dimensional plans 

· understand how planning decisions are made 

· see how their comments are taken into account in the planning process

By combining 3D technology with commenting tools, VEPs will allow people to freely explore and interact with 3D models and make comments directly via an online system. These comments will be visible to other people visiting the site who can also add their comments and contribute to the debate. 

VEPs will also allow people to propose their own alternative development plans or to compare two or more possible options. In this way, local people can have a say in how their community is developed and planning officers and decision-makers will easily be able to identify contentious issues, feedback appropriate suggestions to the developer and ultimately help to make more informed decisions about development.




	(c) Inter-regional Co-operation

	Greening of Regional Development Programmes, Julie Verre, Environment Agency

www.grdp.org/
The Greening Regional Development Programmes (GRDP) is an EU-wide network funded by the Interreg IIIC programme. The GRDP project brings together local, regional and national authorities, environmental authorities, development agencies and research institutes from 9 EU Member States.

From the South West there is a good cross-section of organisations involved, some as “legal partners” in the project, and others as associated partners:

Legal partners

Associated partners

Devon County Council

Cornwall County Council

Environment agency SW

South West RDA

Bristol City Council

Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly Objective One partnership

Natural England

Objective 2 Programme of SW of England

Learning and Skills Council

GRDP partners believe that the environment is both an opportunity and an asset, which needs careful management if long-term economic benefit and prosperity are to be secured. They want to convince organisations involved in regional development to achieve sustainable development by integrating the environment in their development policies, strategies, programmes and activities.

GRDP partners developed a toolkit to help public sector bodies throughout Europe give full weight to environmental issues alongside economic and social objectives in development programmes. This toolkit is a collection of fact sheets, guidance and good practices on topics crucial for environmental integration. GRDP partners also encourage organisations to sign the charter "Regions for sustainable change", as a step forward towards achieving greener regions that can deliver growth and jobs in a sustainable way. 



	Sub Regional Networks (SRNeurope.net), Paul Owens, Bristol City Council
http://www.srneurope.net/index.html
The SRNeurope.net network was established by thirteen European partners from eight countries to share good practice in the delivery of Structural Funds and other regeneration programmes at a sub-regional level. The lead partner is Bristol City Council. SRNeurope.net has three aims:

· Share best practice in the management and delivery of structural funds and regeneration programmes in sub-regional (less than NUTS 2) areas, meeting the needs of local populations and regional strategies.

· Build a transnational exchange on the local management led approach to the organisation and delivery of Structural Funds and regeneration programmes.

· Endeavour to improve performance in the remaining programming period. Experiences gained could be used in the development and construction of new programmes.

The network meets regularly to share best practice and develop initiatives for the implementation of Structural Funds and regeneration schemes. It aims to identify improvements in their performance and management and enhance the effectiveness and competitiveness of regional and sub-regional programmes both current and for the future. The network will produce a Best Practice Guide as a resource for all Europe-wide programmes.

The total project cost is €590,561, with ERDF contributing €330,995 and the partners €259,566 (comprised of both cash and in-kind).

The final conference takes place in Bristol on 26 and 27 June and full details are available on the SRNEurope.net web-site.
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