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Europe for Citizens programme (2007-2013)

1. Introduction 

This briefing provides an overview of the new EU action programme in the field of citizenship over the period 2007-2013, which is built on the experience of the previous programme to promote active European citizenship (2004-2006). This briefing outlines the structure of the new programme, actions to be supported by the Commission and potential opportunities for the South West actors active in the field of citizenship. It also includes two technical annexes: 

· Annex 1 shows the breakdown of objectives, eligible activities and criteria of eligibility under the Europe for Citizens programme 2007-2013 

· Annex 2 gives the calendar of annual deadlines for submitting proposals 
This programme has not yet been formally adopted by the European legislator with the second reading by Council pending. The final decision is not likely to be substantially modified compared to the Council’s common position. SWUKBO will update this briefing once the final act is adopted, if necessary. Ahead of the formal adoption of the programme, the Commission has published a conditional programme guide indicating all the conditions for submitting an application for the period 2007-2013. 

2. Structure of the programme 

The new programme will aim to support a wide range of activities and organisations promoting an active European citizenship, ie the involvement of citizens and civil society organisations in the process of European integration. It has been allocated a budget of €215m over the period (in 2006 prices). 

The programme comprises four actions divided in different measures, as followed:

	1. Active citizens for Europe


	1.1 Town twinning

1.1.a Town twinning citizens’ meetings

1.1.b Thematic network of twinned towns

1.2 Citizens’ projects and support measures

	2. Active civil society in Europe


	2.1 Structural support for European public policy research organisations (Think tanks)

2.2 Structural support for civil society organisations at European level

2.3 Support for projects initiated by civil organisations

	3. Together for Europe 
	3.1 High visibility events

3.2 Studies

3.3 Information and dissemination tools

	4. Active European Remembrance 
	Preserving the sites and archives associated with deportations and commemorating the victims of Nazism and Stalinism


3. Conditional programme guide and annual work plan

As mentioned in introduction, to enable potential beneficiaries of Community grants under this programme to start preparing their proposals, the Commission has published a conditional programme guide. The purpose of this programme guide is to present the content of Europe for Citizens as well as the procedures and conditions for applying for a grant under its different actions and measures for the period 2007-2013. This document does not legally bind the Commission and another version may be issued if there is a substantial change in the basic act. 

The programme guide also includes the calendar of annual deadlines for submitting proposals (see Annex 2). Only certain actions will be subject to specific calls for proposals to be published regularly by the Commission as under both actions 2.1 and 2.2 related to operating grants (see conditional call for proposals 2007). With the delay in the adoption of the programme, the Commission has published a provisional calendar for 2007: 

	Action
	Deadlines for submission
	Period covered

	Action 1 - Town-twinning Citizens’ meetings 
	10 January 2007

1 April 2007 

1 June 2007

1 September 2007


	1 May to 31 July 2007

1 August to 30 September 2007 

1 October to 31 December 2007

1 January to 31 March 2008

	Action 1 - Thematic networking of twinned towns: conferences, workshop
	15 March 2007
	1 August to 31 march 2008

	Action 2 - Operating grants 
	22 December 2006
	Financial year 2007 

	Action 2 - Civil society projects
	15 February 2007
	1 July 2007 to 30 June 2008


In addition to the programme guide, the Commission will adopt annual work plans relating to Europe for citizens programme providing with more detailed information on selection criteria and procedures. SWUKBO will inform Partners as soon as the 2007 work plan is available. 

4. Activities to be supported and opportunities for the South West

The programme will address a wide range of bodies and actors from the South West’s active in the promotion of European citizenship, including: 

· Local authorities and organizations 

· Civil society organizations, Citizens’ groups, non governmental organisations 

· Educational institutions, organisations active in the field of voluntary work, organisations active in the field of amateur sport 

The programme will support projects addressing the following objectives: 

· Giving citizens the opportunity to interact and participate in constructing an ever closer Europe, which is democratic and world oriented, united and enriched through its cultural diversity, thus developing European citizenship

· Developing a sense of European identity, based on common values, history and culture 

· Enhancing mutual understanding between European citizens respecting and promoting cultural and linguistic diversity, while contributing to intercultural dialogue 

Activities to be supported will aim to:

· Bring together people from local communities across Europe to share and exchange experiences, opinions and values, to learn from history and to build their future

· Foster action, debate and reflection related to European citizenship and democracy, shared values, common history and culture through cooperation within civil society organisations at European level 

· Bring Europe closer to its citizens by promoting Europe’s values and achievements, while preserving the memory of its past 

· Encouraging interaction between citizens and civil society organisations, contribution to intercultural dialogue

There are a number of horizontal features that must be present in the projects: 

· Projects must foster the informal learning of citizens 

· Projects should promote volunteering
· Projects should have a transnational dimension which can be expressed in different ways: the theme of the project can be transnational by tackling an issue from a European perspective, the project can be developed and implemented though the cooperation of a number of partner organisations coming from different participating countries or the project can target a public in or from different countries

· Projects should also have a strong local dimension to reach citizens 

· Equal access to the programme

· Visibility, valorisation and dissemination of the results of the projects 

Projects will have to address at least one of the following priority themes of the Europe for citizens programme, which apply for 2007-2013:
1. Future of the EU and its basic values: the programme should be used to set up a structured dialogue in societies in view of fostering a sense of ownership of the EU among citizens. It includes dialogue and actions related to the basic values such as human rights, tolerance, solidarity and fight against racism and xenophobia

2. Active European citizenship, participation and democracy in Europe: the programme should help the development of tools and modes adapted to citizens’ active participation in the construction of Europe at all levels

3. Intercultural dialogue: the programme should promote the participation of citizens in intercultural dialogue through the structured cooperation with civil society. 

4. People’s well being in Europe - employment and social cohesion: the programme should encourage actions dealing with issues as globalisation, transition towards a knowledge based economy, demographic developments, immigration, etc

5. Impact of EU policies in society: the programme should encourage actions which provide citizens with opportunities to recognize, debate, assess and build opinions on the results achieved through European policies and actions in various policy fields. 

As well as these themes there will be annual priorities specified in the annual work plan (see section 3). For 2007, these are: 

· Equal opportunities for all: applicants to the programme will be encouraged to treat the issue of the European year of Equal Opportunities for All 

· Enlargement: activities within the programme should contribute to the challenge of getting to know the two new EU Member States, Romania and Bulgaria. 

The breakdown summary of activities to be supported under the programme is provided in Annex 1 outlining the minimum number of partners required and other criteria of eilgibility. 

5. Funding Roadshow and further information

As partners are aware SWUKBO is organising a series of funding roadshows during 2007 on the opportunities under the new EU programmes for 2007-2013. Europe for Citizens programme will be covered in the Citizenship and PROGRESS roadshow, scheduled to take place on 8 February, hosted by Gloucestershire County Council. We would encourage any partners planning on submitting projects under this programme to attend the roadshow. 
Further information: 

DG Education and Culture of the Commission is responsible for managing this programme. It relies on the Education, Audiovisual and Culture Executive Agency, which will be in charge of implementating most of the actions. Application forms and other practical information will soon be available at the Webpage of the Executive Agency. 
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Annex One

Breakdown of objectives, activities and eligibility – Europe for Citizens programme 2007-2013

	ACTION ONE: Active Citizens for Europe 

	OBJECTIVES
	KEY ACTIONS
	CRITERIA OF ELIGIBILITY 

	This action forms that part of the programme directed specifically at activities involving citizens 

Approximately 45% of the total budget of the programme should be devoted to this strand. 


	The first strand supports the following two kind of measures: 

1.1 TOWN TWINNING

Activities that involve or promote direct exchanges between European citizens through their participation in town-twinning activities and encourage networking and cooperation between twinned-towns. This measure covers two types of activities: 

1.1.a Town twinning citizens’ meetings: 

It consists in bringing together a wide range of citizens and citizens’ groups form twinned towns for developing strong, informal and personal relations between citizens. 

These meeting should reinforce: 

- The commitment to European integration

- The Friendship in Europe

- The active participation 

1.1.b Thematic networking of twinned towns: 

It consists in creating thematic network between municipalities on issues of common interest enabling qualified discussions and exchanges of good practice to take place. It will support thematic conferences and workshops. 

The conferences and workshops should include the following features: 

- Target a defined group for which the selected theme is relevant (local decision makers, educational sector…) and involve community members active in the subject area (experts, local associations…)

- Address the priority themes of the programme

- Serve as the basis of future initiatives and action between the towns involved 

1.2 CITIZENS PROJECTS and SUPPORT MEASURES 
1.2.a Citizens’ projects: 

Projects of a transnational and cross-sectoral dimension, directly involving citizens form different horizons who will act together or debate on common European issues at local and European level. Innovative methods should be applied

1.2.b Support measures: 

Exchanges of best practice in order to improve town twinning and citizens’ projects
	1.1.a Town twinning citizens’ meetings:

Eligible applicants: the municipality in which the meeting take place or its twinning association/twinning committee with a legal status

Eligible actions, the meetings must: 

- Be organised in the framework of already existing or prospective town twinning arrangements between towns and municipalities. 

- Involve municipalities from at least two participating countries. 

Number of participants: 

- Bilateral meetings: at least 10 participants from the invited municipalities

- Multilateral meetings: at least five participants from the invited municipalities

Duration of the meeting: 21 days

Grant: €20 000 per project (maximum), €2 000 (minimum) 

1.1.b Thematic networking of twinned towns: 

Eligible applicants: municipalities and twinning committees, local and regional governments, associations representing local authorities 

Eligible actions: the thematic conferences and workshops must involve at least three towns in the framework of town twinning arrangements

Number of participants: the actions must involved at least 20 participants from at least three municipalities from different participating countries, at least 25% of the participants must come form eligible countries other than the host country

Duration: minimum of 1 day and maximum of 3 days

1.2.a Citizens’ projects and 1.2.b Support measures: 

The guidelines for these measures, which are new within the programme, will be available at the end of 2007 and will be implemented as from 2008

	ACTION TWO: Active civil society in Europe

	OBJECTIVES
	KEY ACTIONS
	CRITERIA OF ELIGIBILITY

	This action is directed at civil society organizations and think tanks who will receive either structural support on the basis of their work programme (operating grant) or support to transational projects (action grant). 

Approximately 31% of the total budget of the programme should be allocated to this strand 
	The second strand supports the following three sets of measures: 

2.1 THINK TANKS

This measure will provide structural support for European public policy research organizations in order to strengthen the institutional capacities of bodies able to provide new ideas and reflections on European issues, on active European citizenship or on European values

2.2 CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANISATIONS AT EUROPEAN LEVEL

This measure will provide structural support for to organizations that contribute to the emergence of a structured, coherent and active civil society at European level

2.3 PROJECTS INITIATED BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANISATIONS

This measure will support cooperation on concrete projects of civil society organizations established at local, regional, national or European level. Projects should correspond to at least one of the following features: 

- Action: thematic workshops, seminars, publications, information campaigns action in the field of sport, training seminars, hearing, exhibitions

- Debate

- Reflection: organizing, nourishing and structuring reflection on European values, European citizenship and democracy.

- Networking: setting the basis for or encouraging the development of long-lasting networking between many organisations 
	2.1 THINK TANKS and 2.2 CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANISATIONS AT EUROPEAN LEVEL

Conditions for submitting an application are published in a call for proposals. For 2007, organisations can apply for an annual operating grant (see 2007 call). In future years, the Commission foresees to give grants for a period of two years

2.3 PROJECTS INITIATED BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANISATIONS

Eligible applicants: non profit organisations as NGOs, platforms, networks, associations, federations, think tanks, trade unions, educational institutions and organisations active in the field of voluntary work or amateur sport, etc

Number of participants: the applicant must cooperation with at least one partner organisation from another participating country

Duration: maximum 12 months. The project must start between 1 July and 1 December of the year for which the application is submitted and must finish no later than 30 June of the following year

	ACTION THREE: Together for Europe 

	OBJECTIVES
	KEY ACTIONS
	CRITERIA OF ELIGIBILITY

	This action aims at deepening the concept of European citizenship. 

Approximately 10% of the total budget of the programme should be allocated to this strand
	This strand supports the following three sets of measures: 

3.1 HIGH VISIBILITY EVENTS

Events organised by the Commission. Events will be substantial in scale and scope, strike a chord with the peoples of Europe, help to increase their sense of belonging to the same community, etc. These events may include the commemoration of historical events, the celebration of European achievements, etc. 

3.2 STUDIES

Studies, surveys, opinion polls carried out by the Commission 

3.3 INFORMATION AND DISSEMINATION TOOLS

Comprehensive information on the various activities of the programme will be provided by the Commission 
	3.1 HIGH VISIBILITY EVENTS

No grant will be awarded but possibly public procurement. Information about the high visibly events to be organised by the Commission in 2007, will be available soon

3.2 STUDIES
No studies are planned for 2007

3.3 INFORMATION AND DISSEMINATION TOOLS

Information about the information and dissemination activities will be available soon



	ACTION FOUR: Active European Remembrance 

	OBJECTIVES
	KEY ACTIONS
	CRITERIA OF ELIGIBILITY

	This action aims at preserving the main sites and archives associated with deportations and at commemorating the victims of Nazism and Stalinism as a mean of moving beyond the past and building the future. 

Approximately 4% of the total budget of the programme should be allocated to this strand

	This strand will support the two following types of projects: 

4.1 VICTIMS OF NAZISM

Projects for the preservation of the main sites and memorials associated with the mass deportations, the former concentration camps and other large scale martyrdom and extermination sites of Nazism, as well as the archives documenting these events and for keeping alive the memory of the victims, as well as the memory of those who, under extreme conditions, rescued for the Holocaust

4.2 VICTIMS OF STALINISM

Projects for the commemoration of the victims of mass exterminations and mass deportations associated with Stalinism, as well as the preservation of the memorials and archives documenting these event 
	More information will be available soon 


Eligible countries to the programme are: EU 25, Norway, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Bulgaria, Romania, and new candidate countries including Croatia, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey, Western Balkans


















Annex Two 

Calendar of annual deadlines for submitting applications as from the year 2008

	Actions 


	Deadlines
	Periods covered 
	How to apply? 

	1.1.a - Town twinning citizens’ meetings
	1 September in the year prior to the planned meeting

1 December in the year prior to the planned meeting

1 February in the same year as the panned meeting

1 April in the same year as the panned meeting

1 June in the same year as the panned meeting


	1 January to 31 March

1 April to 31 May

1 June to 31 July

1 August to 30 September

1 October to 31 December 


	EACEA

Unit P7 Citizenship

Applications “Town Twinning Citizens’ Meetings”

Avenue du Bourget, 1

BOUR 00/13

1049 Brussels

BELGIUM

Tel: +32 2 295 26 85 (Tuesday to Thursday from 9.30-12.30)

	1.1.b -Thematic networking of twinned towns
	1 December 2007

1 December 2008

1 December 2009

1 December 2010

1 December 2011

1 December 2012


	1 April 2008 and 31 March 2009

1 April 2009 and 31 March 2010

1 April 2010 and 31 March 2011

1 April 2011 and 31 March 2012

1 April 2012 and 31 March 2013
1 April 2013 and 31 March 2014
	EACEA

Unit P7 Citizenship

Applications “Networking of twined towns”

Avenue du Bourget, 1

BOUR 00/13

1049 Brussels

BELGIUM

Tel: +32 2 295 26 85 (Tuesday to Thursday from 9.30-12.30)


	Actions 


	Deadlines
	Periods covered 
	How to apply? 

	2.1 Think Tanks and 2.2 Civil society organizations at European level 
	See specific call for proposals 

Call for 2007
	See specific call for proposals 
	See specific call for proposals 

	2.3 Projects by civil society organisations
	15 February 
	1 July and 1 December 
	EACEA

Unit P7 Citizenship

Applications “Civil society projects”

Avenue du Bourget, 1

BOUR 00/13

1049 Brussels

BELGIUM

Email: eacea-p7@ec.europa.eu
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