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Speakers biographical details

Juan Toledo (not provided)
Chris Davis has been involved in youth work as both a practitioner and Youth Officer for 30 years. He has worked in Kent for over 10 years both as a teacher and youth worker and for the past 20 years has been the Deputy Head of Gloucestershire County Council's Youth Service.
Chris has a wealth of experience in international work. He has led the County Youth Service in international development and was Chair of the South West Youth Exchange Committee for 10 years in the 1990's. He is also Vice Chair of the Commonwealth Youth Exchange Council (CYEC) based in London, a position he has held for 13 years.

Chris has led study tours to China, Japan and Spain and has led two major Youth Exchanges to Sochi in Russia. In 2001, Chris also managed a highly successful multi-lateral exchange in Gloucestershire involving participants from Poland, France, Germany, Jamaica, Greece and Gloucestershire. He has just completed the initial leg of the first ever Youth Exchange with Tuvalu, (the Commonwealth's smallest country), in the South Pacific.

Chris believes passionately in the empowerment and involvement of young people in the management and delivery of international activity.

 

Susan Handley is International Partnerships and Programmes Officer in the Local Government Association's European and International Unit. She has performed this role since 1999 and is responsible for promoting and facilitating international cooperation between local authorities, concentrating on the EU candidate countries, China, Japan and the United States. Prior to that, she was responsible for developing European awareness and projects for the London Borough of Southwark.

 
As well as organising a number of conferences related to bilateral relationships and international linking, Susan has managed a number of work exchange projects with Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Hungary and Poland. She is the UK’s representative on the Council of European Municipalities and Regions’ European Network and has written a number of publications for the LGIB on European and international matters of relevance to local government.

Birgit Hughes Birgit spent her childhood and adolescence in Germany, followed by spells in France, the Middle East and Canada. In 1997, she moved to England permanently.  By that time she had graduated with an MA in English and French from a University in Berlin and also obtained the Institute of Linguists ‘Diploma in Translation’.  

Since 1998 she has been employed by Somerset County Council’s Europe Team to work on international partnerships and other territorial cooperation matters and projects.  She was responsible for Somerset’s link with the French region of Pays de la Loire and helped to develop the Council’s Charter of Cultural Cooperation with the General Council of the Vendée.

Apart from these formal relationships, she has also been adding value to community linking with Europe and beyond, particularly following the departure of Somerset County Council’s Twinning Coordinator in 2004 and related to the County’s special link with Zambia. She is currently one of three South West regional representatives on ICON, the International Cooperation Officers Network run by the LGA’s new European and International Unit.

Eva Kaluzynska is a European Commission official born and brought up in the Midlands. She was formerly a journalist, and went to Brussels as a foreign correspondent with Reuters. She became an official in 2000, and has held posts at ECHO (humanitarian aid) and DG TRADE before coming on secondment to the Commission's London office.
John Batt spent his early childhood in Somerset but returned to his hometown of Stockport until going to teacher training College in 1970. Qualifying as a Humanities and PE teacher he taught in Devon for 9 years before moving into Community Education a job that took him back to Somerset. As the Senior Community Education worker in West Somerset the next 8 years provided a range of opportunities to work with youth groups, early years and play schemes and Adult Education that included the training of Adult teachers. In 1990 a discrete youth service was established in Somerset and John became Area Officer for Sedgemoor.
 

It was in this role that his interest in international work started. He led and hosted exchanges to Italy both for young people and with professional colleagues, and supported links with the then emerging Czech republic. Working with the YMCA he also co led a Commonwealth Youth Exchange to India.  

 

in 1995 he was appointed as a Youth Service Manager for Somerset and since then has led another exchange to India, and visited Germany and Greece with groups of young people on behalf of the British Council. In 2000 to 2003 he was project manager for Somerset Goes Global a programme to develop a strategic approach to International work across the County. During this programme he worked closely with Birgit Hughes and the European team to promote the links with the General Council of the Pays de la Loire in France. 
 

He has been a member of the Regional Youth Exchange committee since 1996 and its Chairman for the last 6 years. He is also the South West Regional Representative for the Commonwealth Youth Exchange Council and a member of its Board of Directors. John is also the officer representative for Somerset on the Assembly of European Regions Education and Cultural Committee. 
Councillor Susan Walker
Council Experience: 28 years as a Town and South Gloucestershire Councillor [past chair of both]
Currently Chair of South Gloucestershire International Committee.
Founder Member and Committee Member of Yate and district Twinning Association.
Main qualification: passionate about twinning
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