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FP7 Sub-programme on « Ideas » - Marie Curie Actions

1. Introduction 

The Ideas sub-programme is one of the five sub-programmes comprised under the 7th Framework programme for Research & development 2007-2013 FP7. It aims to encourage individuals to enter the profession of a researcher; to support structures for research training and to boost mobility of researchers. 

The main objective of the Programme is to strengthen human potential in research and technology in Europe and to make Europe a more attractive place for its researchers to work. The development of an open labour market for researchers free from all forms of discrimination and the diversification of skills and career paths of researchers are crucial to support a beneficial circulation of researchers and their knowledge both within Europe and in a global setting.

A key focus of the Programme is therefore to have a structuring effect on the organisation, performance and quality of research training, on the active career development of researchers, on knowledge sharing through researchers between sectors and research organisation and on strong participation of women in R&D (at least 40% participation target has been set). Special measures to encourage young researchers and support early stages of the scientific career, as well as measures to reduce the “brain drain” will be introduced.

2. Marie Curie Actions 

The Ideas Sub-programme will be implemented through a set of “Marie Curie Actions”, addressing researchers at all stages of their careers, in both public and private sector. Actions will also provide opportunities for individual researchers and organisations, including universities, research institutes and industry, to develop their research skills and training capacity through staff exchanges, secondments, postgraduate and postdoctoral fellowships.

Five main Marie Curie Actions are envisaged, namely:

1. The initial training of researchers

a. Initial Training Networks

2. The lifelong training and career development of experienced researchers

a. Intra-European Fellowships for Career Development

b. European Reintegration Grants

c. Co-funding of Regional, National and International Programmes
3. Industry-academia partnerships and pathways

4. The international dimension

a. International Outgoing Fellowships for Career Development

b. International Incoming Fellowships
c. International Reintegration Grants
d. International activities not implemented through calls for proposals
5. Specific actions

a. Researchers’ Night
b. Marie Curie Awards 2007

c. Transnational collaboration among ERA-MORE members
d. Transnational cooperation among NCPs
These are detailed in the table below with objectives, activities and eligibility.

3. Implementation

The People specific programme targets researchers at least at post-graduate or equivalent level. Research themes are chosen freely by the applicants in a “bottom-up” manner. A strong participation in the actions by enterprises, in particular SMEs, is considered an important added value. In the implementation of the Programme, attention is paid to the working conditions, transparency of recruitment processes and career development and applicants should refer to the European Charter for Researchers and to a Code of Conduct for the Recruitment of Researchers as a reference framework. Proposals can, depending on the action, be submitted either by one or by several organisations or by an individual researcher in liaison with a host organisation.

4. 2007 Calls for proposals

First calls for proposals are expected on 22 December 2006, with closing deadlines as early as 20 March 2007.

Calls open on 22 December 2006 include:

· Marie Curie Initial Training Networks (deadline 8 May 2007)

· Marie Curie European Reintegration Grants (deadline 25 April 2007)

· Marie Curie International Reintegration Grants (deadline 25 April 2007)

· Researchers’ Night (deadline 20 March 2007)

· Marie Curie Awards (deadline 29 March 2007)

Breakdown of objectives, activities and eligibility for Marie Curie Actions in 2007

	Action 1: The initial training of researchers

· To improve mostly young researchers’ career perspectives in both public and private sectors, by broadening their scientific and generic skills, including those related to technology transfer and entrepreneurship

	Activities and Deadlines
	Funding
	Eligibility and Application

	a. Initial Training Networks
DATE OF PUBLICATION:

22 December 2006

CLOSURE DATE:

8 May 2007


	a. Initial Training Networks

· Indicative budget for 2007 = €240m

· Supports competitively selected networks of organisations from different countries engaging in research training. The networks will be built on a joint research training programme, responding to well identified training needs in defined scientific or technological area.

Eligible expenses for the activities of researchers
· Support early-stage researchers to be trained for periods of 3 to 36 months (Living allowances = €33,800 per year for fellowship with full social security coverage; €16,900 per year with minimum social security coverage). 

· Support for experienced researchers will be limited to periods of 24 months (Living allowances = €52,000 per year for fellowship with full social security coverage; €26,000 per year with minimum social security coverage).

· Travel allowance = fixed contribution from €250 < 500km to €2,500 > 10,000km.

· Monthly mobility allowance = fixed amount to cover expenses linked to the relocation of the researcher and her/his family in the host country: reference rate of €500 for researchers without a family and €800 for researchers with family. There is a different correction factor depending on the cost of living in the specific country.

· Career exploratory allowance = fixed amount of €2,000 for each researcher with a stay of at least 12 months.

· Contributions to the participation expenses of eligible researchers = €300 per month for non-laboratory based research training projects; €600 per month for laboratory based research training projects.

Eligible expenses for the activities of host organisations

· Contribution to the research/training/transfer of knowledge programme expenses = €600 per researcher per month.

· Contribution to the organisation of international conferences, workshops and events = €300 per researcher-day for researchers outside the network for the duration of the event.

· Management activities (including audit certification) will be a maximum of 7% of the total Community contribution for networks and a maximum of 3% for mono-partner and twinning.

· Contribution to overheads = 10% of direct costs except for subcontractors.
	a. Initial Training Networks
· Initial Training Networks, composed of at least 3 participants (e.g. universities, research centres, enterprises, SMEs) established in at least 3 different Member States or Associated countries.
 

· Single research organisations in a Member State or Associated country, or twinning of research institutions between different Member States or Associated countries can also be considered.
· Participants of the network will apply for support in the frame of the execution of a joint training programme, which addresses early-stage researchers.
· The action is primarily for researchers from Member States and Associated countries, but is also open to researchers from third countries.
· Support for early-stage researchers (in first five years of a doctoral programme) will be eligible.
· Experienced researchers (the period after having obtained a doctorate within the first five years) are also eligible.
· Researchers must not have resided or carried out their main activity in the country of host organisation for more than 12 months in the 3 years immediately prior to the date of selection by the host institution.

	Action 2: The lifelong training and career development of experienced researchers

· To support experienced researchers in complementing or acquiring new skills and competencies or in enhancing inter/multidisciplinarity and/or intersectoral mobility, in resuming a research career after a break and in (re)integrating into a longer term research position in Europe after a transnational mobility experience

	Activities and Deadlines
	Funding
	Eligibility and Application

	a. Intra-European fellowships for Career Development

DATE OF PUBLICATION:

28 February 2007

CLOSURE DATE:

14 August 2007
	a. Intra-European fellowships for Career Development

· Indicative budget for 2007 = €72m 

· Supports individual transnational intra-European fellowships awarded directly at Community level to the best or most promising researchers from Member States or Associated countries.

Eligible expenses for the activities of researchers
· Support for advanced training and transnational mobility for a period of 12 to 24 months (Living allowances = €52,000 per year for fellowship with full social security coverage; €26,000 per year with minimum social security coverage).

· Monthly mobility allowance = fixed amount to cover expenses linked to the relocation of the researcher and her/his family in the host country: reference rate of €500 for researchers without a family and €800 for researchers with family. There is a different correction factor depending on the cost of living in the specific country.

· Travel allowance = fixed contribution from €250 < 500km to €2,500 > 10,000km.

· Career exploratory allowance = fixed amount of €2,000 for each researcher with a stay of at least 12 months.

· Contributions to the participation expenses of eligible researcher = €500 per researcher-month for non-laboratory based research projects; €800 per researcher-month for laboratory-based projects.

Eligible expenses for the activities of host organisations

· Management activities = maximum 3% of the total Community contribution
· Contribution to overheads = 10% of direct costs, except for subcontractors
	a. Intra-European fellowships for Career Development
· The action is directed at researchers with a more senior profile in terms of experience. Researchers must be in possession of a doctoral degree or have at least four years of full-time equivalent research experience after obtaining the degree, which formally allowed them to embark on a doctorate in the country in which the degree/diploma was obtained or in the host country. Researchers will typically have a more senior profile in terms of experience.

· Researchers must be nationals of a Member State or Associated country other than the country of the premises of the host organisation where they will carry out their project.

· Researchers must not have resided or carried out their main activity in the country of their host organisation for more than 12 months in the 3 years immediately prior to the date of selection by the host institution.

· The research topic is chosen by the researcher in collaboration with the host with a view to achieve a diversification of competences and develop her/his career in a European context.

	b. European Reintegration Grants
DATE OF PUBLICATION: 

22 December 2007

CLOSURE DATE:

25 April 2007

17 October 2007
	b. European Reintegration Grants
· Indicative budget for 2007 = €9.5m

· Assists experienced researchers in the (re)integration into a research career after a transnational mobility experience within Marie Curie Actions. The action encourages researchers to build on their mobility period in the framework of a coherent professional project and to promote the perspectives of the development of their research career.

Eligible expenses for the activities of host organisations

· Management activities = maximum 3% of the total Community contribution.
· Contribution to overheads = 10% of direct costs, except for subcontractors.
· Contribution managed by the hosting organisation for expenses related to the integration of the researcher in the host institution = €25,000 per researcher/year for a maximum of 4 years.
	b. European Reintegration Grants
· Proposal (a research project to be carried out at the proposed (re)integration host institute) is to be submitted with the researcher with the proposed host, at the earliest one year before the initial Marie Curie fellowship and not later than 6 months following its end.

· Researchers must have doctoral degree or at least four years of full-year equivalent research experience after obtaining the degree, which formally allowed them to embark on a doctorate in the country in which the degree/diploma was obtained or in the host country. Researchers will typically have a more senior profile in terms of experience.

· Researchers must be nationals of a Member State or Associated country and have previously benefited from a training and mobility action under FP6 or FP7 of at least 18 months full time equivalent.

	c. Co-funding of Regional, National and International Programmes
DATE OF PUBLICATION:

19 June 2007

CLOSURE DATE:

17 October 2007


	c. Co-funding of Regional, National and International Programmes
· The co-funding action targets a competitive selection of existing or new regional, national and international funding programmes that focus on the objectives of the lifelong training and career development of researchers, based on individual-driven mobility.

· The Community contribution consists of a co-funding of 40% of the full fellowship costs of eligible researchers.

· The maximum overall Community contribution to a single applicant will be €5m.
	c. Co-funding of Regional, National and International Programmes
· Participants are typically official public bodies responsible for funding and managing fellowship programmes or bodies at an international level that run comparable schemes at European level as part of their mission.

· Participants submit multi-annual proposals for new or existing regional, national or international programmes to be co-funded, with a clear plan on the openness of the programme, the transnational mobility and working conditions of the beneficiaries.

· Support will be based on outgoing mobility; incoming mobility; and re-integration.

· Researchers must have doctoral degree or at least four years of full-year equivalent research experience.

	Action 3: Industry-academia partnerships and pathways

· To stimulate intersectoral mobility and increase knowledge sharing through joint research partnerships in longer term cooperation programmes between organisations from academia and industry, in particular SMEs and including traditional manufacturing industries

	Activities and Deadlines
	Funding
	Eligibility and Application

	a. Industry-Academia partnerships and pathways
DATE OF PUBLICATION:

28 February 2007

CLOSURE DATE:

31 May 2007
	a. Industry-Academia partnerships and pathways
· Indicative budget for 2007 = €38.4m

· Opens and fosters dynamic pathways between public research organisations and private commercial enterprises, in particular SMEs, based on longer term cooperation programmes with a high potential for sharing knowledge and mutual understanding of the different cultural settings and skill requirements of both sectors.

Eligible expenses for the activities of researchers
· Monthly living allowance = €33,800 for early stage researchers, €52,000 for experienced researchers (4-10 years) and €78,000 for experienced researchers (>10 years) with full social security coverage; €16,900 for early stage researchers; €26,000 for experienced researchers and €38,000 (4-10 years) for experienced researchers (>10 years) with minimum social security coverage. For researchers supported at “visiting scientist”, the reference rates are up to 30% higher than the rates above. The support to eligible researchers will be granted for periods between 2 and 24 months.

· Monthly mobility allowance = fixed amount to cover expenses linked to the relocation of the researcher and her/his family in the host country: reference rate of €500 for researchers without a family and €800 for researchers with family. There is a different correction factor depending on the cost of living in the specific country. 

· Travel allowance = fixed contribution from €250 < 500km to €2,500 > 10,000km.

· Career exploratory allowance for newly recruited researchers = fixed amount of €2,000 for each researcher with a stay of at least 12 months. They can be recruitment for a period between 12 and 24 months.

Eligible expenses for the activities of host organisations

· Contribution to the host organisation for the execution of the partnership project/programme, participation of eligible researchers in research and transfer of knowledge activities and contribution related to the expenses related to the coordination between participants = fixed amount of €800 per researcher-month.

· Contribution to the host institution for the organisation of international conferences, workshops and events open to participants outside the partners, including organisational expenses and participation fees of eligible researchers from outside the partnership = fixed amount of €300 per researcher-day for the duration of the event.

· Management activities = maximum 3% of the total Community contribution

· Contribution to overheads = 10% of direct costs, except for subcontractors

· SMEs can claim small equipment expenses up to 10% of the total contribution of SME participant on prior agreement with the Commission.
	a. Industry-Academia partnerships and pathways
· Participants are one or more university/research centre and one or more enterprise (in particular SMEs) that propose a project based on a joint cooperation programme from at least 2 different Member States or Associated countries, of which at least 1 should be a Member State. The participants recruit and/or host eligible researchers and contribute directly to the implementation of the longer-term cooperation programmes established between them.
· The longer term cooperation programme will be realised by:
·  exchange of know-how and experience through inter-sector two-way secondments of research staff of the participants. All projects are expected to have staff exchange, normally in both directions.
· Recruitment by the participants of experienced researchers from outside the partnership for involvement in knowledge transfer and/or in the training of researchers.
· Networking activities, organisation of workshops and conferences to facilitate sharing of knowledge and culture between participants and researchers outside the partnership.
· Exchange of research staff can be for early-stage or experienced researchers. To be eligible for exchange, staff members of a participant institution must have been active continuously for at least 1 year. 
· Researchers must not have resided or carried out their main activity in the country of their host organisation for more than 12 months in the 3 years immediately prior to the date of selection by the host institution.

	Action 4: The international dimension

· To contribute to the lifelong learning and career development of EU researchers, to attract research talent from outside Europe and to foster mutually beneficial research collaboration with research actors from outside Europe

	Activities and Deadlines
	Funding
	Eligibility and Application

	a. International Outgoing Fellowships for Career Development

DATE OF PUBLICATION:

28 February 2007

CLOSURE DATE:

14 August 2007
	a. International Outgoing Fellowships for Career Development
· Indicative budget for 2007 = €14.5m
· Reinforcing the international dimension of the career of European researchers by giving them the opportunity to be trained and acquire new skills in a third country high-level research organisation. Subsequently, these researchers will return with the acquired knowledge and experience to an organisation in a Member State or Associated country. 
Eligible expenses for the activities of researchers

· Monthly living allowance = €33,800 for early stage researchers, €52,000 for experienced researchers (4-10 years) and €78,000 for experienced researchers (>10 years) with full social security coverage; €16,900 for early stage researchers; €26,000 for experienced researchers and €38,000 (4-10 years) for experienced researchers (>10 years) with minimum social security coverage. For researchers supported at “visiting scientist”, the reference rates are up to 30% higher than the rates above. Contracts have a total duration of up to 36 months.
· Monthly mobility allowance = fixed amount to cover expenses linked to the relocation of the researcher and her/his family in the host country: reference rate of €500 for researchers without a family and €800 for researchers with family. There is a different correction factor depending on the cost of living in the specific country.

· Travel allowance = fixed contribution from €250 < 500km to €2,500 > 10,000km.

· Contributions to the participation expenses of eligible researcher = €500 per researcher-month for non-laboratory based research projects; €800 per researcher-month for laboratory-based projects.

Eligible expenses for the activities of host organisations
· Management activities = maximum 3% of the total Community contribution

· Contribution to overheads = 10% of direct costs, except for subcontractors
	a. International Outgoing Fellowships for Career Development

· Projects are presented by experienced researchers in liaison with host organisations in the Member States or Associated countries. 
· It is mandatory for the project to include a coherent research programme for the total duration of the contract, of which an initial outgoing phase, of between 12 and 24 months, is to be spent in the partner organisation in a third country and a mandatory (re)integration phase of 12 months within the contracting organisation in a Member State or Associated country.
· Researchers must be nationals of a Member State or Associated country. They must be in possession of a doctoral degree or have at least four years full-time equivalent research experience after obtaining the degree which formally allowed them to embark on a doctorate in the country in which the degree/diploma was obtained or in the host country. Researchers will typically have a more senior profile in terms of experience.
· Researchers must not have resided or carried out their main activity in the country of their host organisation for more than 12 months in the 3 years immediately prior to the date of selection by the host institution.

	b. International Incoming Fellowships
DATE OF PUBLICATION:

28 February 2007

CLOSURE DATE:

14 August 2007
	b. International Incoming Fellowships

· Indicative budget for 2007 = €24m

· Reinforces the scientific excellence of the Member States and Associated countries through knowledge sharing with top-class researchers from third countries to work on research projects in Europe, with a view to developing mutually beneficial research cooperation between Europe and third countries.

Eligible expenses for the activities of researchers
· Monthly living allowance = €33,800 for early stage researchers, €52,000 for experienced researchers (4-10 years) and €78,000 for experienced researchers (>10 years) with full social security coverage; €16,900 for early stage researchers; €26,000 for experienced researchers and €38,000 (4-10 years) for experienced researchers (>10 years) with minimum social security coverage. The support to eligible researchers will be granted for periods between 12 and 24 months.
· Monthly mobility allowance = fixed amount to cover expenses linked to the relocation of the researcher and her/his family in the host country: reference rate of €500 for researchers without a family and €800 for researchers with family. There is a different correction factor depending on the cost of living in the specific country.

· Travel allowance = fixed contribution from €250 < 500km to €2,500 > 10,000km.

· Contributions to the participation expenses of eligible researcher =  €500 per researcher-month for non-laboratory based research projects; €800 per researcher-month for laboratory-based projects.
Eligible expenses for the activities of host organisations
· Management activities = maximum 3% of the total Community contribution.

· Contribution to overheads = 10% of direct costs, except for subcontractors.

· Contribution managed by the host organisation for expenses related to the integration of the researcher = fixed amount €15,000 per researcher per year during the period of reintegration up to a maximum of 1 year. A contract is issued with the return host organisation to assure an effective return of the researcher. The grant is to be used as a contribution to the scientific costs relating the researcher’s project at the return host.
	b. International Incoming Fellowships
· Individual research projects submitted by the incoming experienced researcher in liaison with the host organisation in a Member State or Associated country, as well as possibly a return host organisation, if the researcher’s country of origin is an International Cooperation partner.

· There is a possible return phase of 1 year in the researcher’s country of origin if from International Cooperation partner countries.
· Third country researchers are eligible and must be in possession of a doctoral degree or have at least 4 years of full-time equivalent research experience, after obtaining the degree, which formally allowed them to embark on a doctorate in the country in which the degree/diploma was obtained or in the host country. Researchers will typically have a more senior profile in terms of experience.

	c. International Reintegration Grants
DATE OF PUBLICATION:

22 December 2006

CLOSURE DATE:

25 April 2007

17 October 2007
	c. International Reintegration Grants
· Indicative budget for 2007 = €14.5m

·  Reinforces the attractiveness of Europe by encouraging European researchers who have carried out research outside of Europe for at least 3 years to reintegrate in a Member State or Associated country in order to contribute to European research and transfer the knowledge they have acquired in a third country.

· Financial support for 2 to 4 years for professional (re)integration projects in the research area in a host organisation in a Member State or Associated country. The grant is a flat-rate contribution to the salary costs of the researcher and/or to the research costs relating to the researcher’s project at the reintegration host, such as salary costs of other staff, travel costs, consumables, patent costs and publication costs.

· The projects can address research activities, training, teaching, knowledge transfer, commercial exploitation, diffusion, development of cooperation with the scientific and/or industrial sector of the third country from which the researcher is returning.

Eligible expenses for the activities of host organisations

· Management activities = maximum 3% of the total Community contribution.

· Contribution to overheads = 10% of direct costs, except for subcontractors.

· Contribution managed by host organisation for expenses related to the integration of the researcher in the host institution = fixed amount of €25,000 per researcher per year during the period of reintegration up to a maximum of four years.
	c. International Reintegration Grants
· Projects will be selected by the Commission on the basis of a proposal submitted by an eligible researcher in liaison with a host organisation.
· The action is open to experienced researchers from the Member States or Associated countries who have been active in research in a third country for at least 3 years and who will return to a Member State or Associated country. They should have spent more than 1 year in a Member State or Associated country during the previous 3 years and they should not be employed in research in a Member State or Associated country.
· Third country researchers are eligible and must be in possession of a doctoral degree or have at least 4 years of full-time equivalent research experience, after obtaining the degree, which formally allowed them to embark on a doctorate in the country in which the degree/diploma was obtained or in the host country.


	Action 5: Specific actions

· To support removing obstacles to mobility and enhancing the career perspectives of researchers in Europe

	Activities and Deadlines
	Funding
	Eligibility and Application

	a. Researchers’ Night

DATE OF PUBLICATION:

22 December 2006 

28 November 2007

CLOSURE DATE:

20 March 2007

28 February 2008
	a. Researchers’ Night
· Indicative budget for 2007 = €3m
· Coordination and support actions
· Aims at support efforts to bring researchers closer to the large public with a view of enhancing their role in society.
· The grant will cover a period up to 7 months.
	a. Researchers’ Night

· It is intended to ensure as large a geographical coverage as possible, involving the maximum number of Member States and Associated countries. 

· Participants can be any legal entity of the Member States and Associated countries, if relevant constituting a partnership at regional, national or international level. Preference should be given to projects with a regional, local or national financial involvement.

· Activities will have to be focused on the public at large and be organised in a relaxed context with researcher involvement and direct contact with the public.

	b. Marie Curie Awards 2007
DATE OF PUBLICATION:

22 December 2006

CLOSURE DATE:

29 March 2007
	b. Marie Curie Awards 2007
· Indicative budget for 2007 = €250,000
· Coordination and support actions
· Aims at expressing public recognition of the research excellence achieved by researchers who have benefited under FP5 or FP6. This action gives the opportunity to acknowledge periods of mobility and transnational training in the scientific community and to disseminate the research results achieved.
· 5 projects will be awarded per year.
Eligible expenses for the activities of host organisations

· Lump sum of €50,000
	b. Marie Curie Awards 2007
· Prizes are awarded to individuals. Candidates can apply directly or can be nominated by others.

· Candidates should have already been awarded a Marie Curie fellowship or participated in training or mobility actions under FP5 or FP6 for a minimum period of 12 months and who have achieved excellent research results.

· Prize holders will be expected to participate in public events, which promote and improve the visibility, recognition and attractiveness of European research careers in the context of the European Research area and contribute to a better understanding by the public at large of science as an important economic and societal factor.

	c. Transnational collaboration among ERA-MORE members
DATE OF PUBLICATION:

24 May 2007

CLOSURE DATE:

24 August 2007
	· Transnational collaboration among ERA-MORE members

· Indicative budget for 2007 = €1m
· Coordination and support actions
· Enhances the overall performance of the ERA-MORE Network (European Network of Mobility Centres) and stimulates cooperation between ERA-MORE members on operational and strategic issues. Focuses on sharing of good practice, improving the overall coherence and quality of the services offered by the Network on developing tools for the future operation of the Network.
· Activities include studies, surveys, working groups, pilot projects and staff exchange.
· The grant will cover a period of up to 36 months.
	c. Transnational collaboration among ERA-MORE members
· Restricted to members of the ERA-MORE Network. The consortia can include experts in the field that are not Network members.

	d. Transnational cooperation among NCPs
DATE OF PUBLICATION:

24 May 2007

CLOSURE DATE:

24 August 2007
	c. Transnational cooperation among NCPs
· Indicative budget for 2007 = €2m
· Coordination and support actions
· Promotes transnational cooperation between National Contact Points (NCPs) through identifying and sharing good practice.
· Activities may include benchmarking, joint workshops, training and twinning schemes.
· The grant will cover a period of several years, but should finish before March 2013.
	d. Transnational cooperation among NCPs
· The Commission expects to receive a single proposal, including all the NCPs who have been officially appointed by the relevant national authorities.


























� Associated countries = Croatia, Turkey, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, Israel and Switzerland. 


� For a list of International cooperation partner countries, please consult the following website: � HYPERLINK "http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/partner-countries_en.html" ��http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/partner-countries_en.html�
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