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Lorelei Hunt is currently Director of Innovation at the South West of England Regional Development Agency. She has overall responsibility for the RDA’s Innovation Team. Her responsibilities include, among others, promoting understanding of the impact of the knowledge economy on the South West, developing regional policies and initiatives to promote innovation and promoting knowledge transfer from HEIs to business and the community. Lorelei is also Head of Secretariat from the South West Science and Industry Council. She has worked for SWRDA since its creation and formerly worked for the West of England Development Agency and in local government. Lorelei has been involved in a wide range of regional and local economic development activity, including inward investment, sector support programmes, support for SMEs, European projects, research and intelligence, social economic development and tourism.

Phil McVey is Head of European Programmes in the South West of England Regional Development Agency, leading work on the development and delivery of European Structural Fund programmes for 2007-2013. Phil has held a number of posts in Government Office for the South West, including Head of ESF, Deputy Director for Sustainability and Rural Affairs and Acting Director for Children, Young People and Skills. Phil has also spent nearly two years in the Czech Republic, as an advisor to the Czech Government in its preparations for EU accession. Phil has also worked in public sector services and in financial and performance management.

Andrew Smith is European Advisor for the UK Research Office (UKRO), the UK Research Councils' European Office. UKRO aims to promote effective UK participation in EU-funded research, higher education and training, and related activities by providing information, guidance and strategic advice on funding opportunities and associated European policies. Andrew is the contact for subscribing organisations in the West Midlands, South West, Wales and Northern Ireland. His duties include disseminating key intelligence and information to subscribers via the UKRO Information Services, answering queries on EU policy and programmes and briefing subscribing organisations on annual visits. Prior to his appointment at UKRO in April 2006, Andrew was a European Policy Officer at the North East Assembly, where, amongst other things, he was the lead support officer to the North East’s EU Committee of the Region’s Members. 

Antony Davies is Operations Director at Beta Technology and has been wit the Company since January 2000. He is responsible for all operational activity, including European programmes, Innovation projects, Technology consultancy, Recruitment business and Gender projects. Antony is responsible for contracts, including Framework Programme support at regional and national levels, EU transnational projects, EU innovation projects and Interreg projects. Prior to joining Beta Technology, Antony spent 13 years working in management and consultancy roles in the industry and services sectors, in organisations ranging from small private practices to blue chip companies, in both the public and private sector.

Ciaran Dearle works for the Commission’s DG Research, where he is a Policy Officer in the unit dealing with Regions of Knowledge and Research Potential. The Unit also deals with the R&D input to the Structural Funds programmes and the new Risk Sharing Finance Facility under FP7. Ciaran deals specifically with the UK, Ireland and Finland, as well as ensuring the general coordination of relations with the Commission services dealing with the Structural Funds. Before joining DG Research, Ciaran spent many years in DG Regional Policy, where he worked on policy development and programme delivery.

Charlotte Andersdotter is currently Director of the European Regions’ Research and Innovation Network (ERRIN). Over the last year, she has taken ERRIN from a Regions of Knowledge project to a full membership organisation. Since 2000, Charlotte has been employed by Umea University in Sweden, where she has worked in the Industrial Liaison Office, responsible for Market communications and European projects. She has been in Brussels since 2003 to support researchers and other regional actors’ involvement in European projects and networking.

Case studies

Bristol City Council - SILENCE (Quieter Surface Transport in Urban Areas)

SILENCE aims at developing an integrated system of methodologies and technologies for an efficient control of urban traffic noise. The SILENCE approach starts with three steps: 1) the assessment of urban noise solutions base on data from European cities; 2) the definition of two urban noise scenarios as reference for the whole project; and 3) the identification of the related noise abatement priorities and noise reduction potentials. On this basis, the research activities are developed and integrated to a unique system of noise abatement technologies, tools and methodologies for noise reduction policies. The key results and deliverables of SILENCE are twofold: 1) a noise abatement technology platform for road and rail vehicles, urban transport infrastructure and traffic flow aspects; and 2) methodologies and input data for decision support systems, urban action plans and future noise scenarios.

Somerset County Council – BEST (BioEthnol for Sustainable Transport)

The BEST Project demonstrates an extensive substitution of petrol and diesel to bioethanol in both light and heavy vehicles. The Project will simultaneously introduce bioethanol for transport on a large scale in several European countries, in order to achieve market breakthrough for ethanol-fuelled vehicles. The Somerset Biofuel Project developed from a conference of local stakeholders hosted by Somerset County Council and it will establish a local fuel distribution network of five forecourt pumps for the supply of E85, an 85% ethanol:petrol mixture. Local stakeholders Somerset County Council, Avon and Somerset Constabulary, Wessex Water and Wessex Grain will kick start a promotion campaign to introduce FFV by using the cars in their respective vehicle fleets.

University of Plymouth – New Technology for Controlling Wine Quality

The University of Plymouth worked with Polmassick Vineyard in Cornwall and a group of 14 other participants to put together a cooperative research application, successfully submitted to the FP6 CRAFT Award Programme. The project developed a Wine Fermentation In-Process Monitoring System (WIPS), in order to enable small and medium sized wine producers together with producers in less developed regions to monitor in-house the quality of their wines. As a result of this research work, more user-friendly and up-gradable systems for monitoring wine quality were developed.

University of Plymouth – BIOPATTERN (Making Europe a World Leader in eHealth)

The BIOPATTERN Network of Excellence is a groundbreaking FP6 project being led by the University of Plymouth, which integrates key elements of European research to enable Europe to become a leader in eHealth. BIOPATTERN has established a Network to address, integrate and coordinate the research efforts of 30 institutions across Europe to tackle and reduce fragmentation in the new field of biopattern and bioprofile analysis, which will underpin eHealthcare in the post genome era. BIOPATTERN aims to identify how bioprofile could be exploited for individualized healthcare, such as disease prevention, diagnosis and treatment. The ultimate goal is to become a Virtual Research Institute, recognized as a world leading scientific resource.
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