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European Briefing Session

A discussion session between European players
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Some questions to the panel
Last updated 31 August 

This is a compilation of the questions participants have kindly submitted with their attendance forms. The objective is to use them to animate the panel debate with South West MEPs and other speakers of the day scheduled for the morning. We will make an effort to present as many questions as possible during the debate. However, please bear in mind that due to time constraints on the day, the Chairperson may be forced to group some of the questions or choose the most illustrative ones under each topic. Should you feel that your question to the panel has not been directly addressed at the debate, we would like to encourage you to use the relevant Q&A sessions included along the programme to request the floor, as well as the networking opportunities to exchange your views directly with the speakers. 
1. Engaging with EU initiatives in general for the benefit of local and regional interests and working with EU funds and 

· Given the plethora of EU funding streams ERDF, ESF, etc and funding programmes Interreg A,B and C, Life +, FP7, all of which appear to operate under different rules and regulations, creating difficulties for organisations who apply for funds from a matrix of sources, is there a case for centralising the management and distribution of these funds?

· EU jargon – bureaucratic speak and strange titles for programmes seem unnecessarily complex sometimes. How can this be avoided if at all? How do we find our way around it otherwise? 
· A continual problem facing university academics or project managers trying to access European initiatives is that of 'stifling' levels of red tape. Will the balance between accountability and 'delivery' be addressed through a genuine business simplification review?
· Could more be done to increase the take-up of the EU Territorial Cooperation programmes in the South West?
· Monitoring and reporting requirements are stringent as they should be could they be streamlined or simplified?  It would be useful if we could understand why there are different levels of intervention (match funding allowed), even within programmes such as RDPE Local Action.
· Could more be done to ensure that the local & regional impacts and outcomes of collaborative projects funded by EU Territorial Cooperation programmes are monitored and evaluated?
· Are MEPS from the South West of England intending to join the European Parliament’s Housing & Urban Affairs Intergroup? What opportunities might there be for practitioners in the South West to get involved in the activities of this Intergroup? 
2. Economic matters, entrepreneurship, reducing less tape, business simplification

· How can the UK government so severely distort the European free market agenda by propping up financial institutions in the way it has under the ‘temporary framework’, whilst locally elected authorities, businesses and social enterprises have to spend many precious hours developing and watering-down their economic development schemes to comply with the State Aid rules, especially when these local initiatives are sanctioned by local decision-makers local and have very less distorting effects on the wider pan-European economy?  

3. Environmental matters

· Coleford is one of the towns in Gloucestershire that has suffered for literally hundreds of years from flooding every time it rains heavily. What help can we expect to get from the EU to resolve the problems of flooding throughout our county that are way beyond the ability of the Local Authorities to fund?  

· What progress is being made to ensure that hazardous waste is being disposed of safely and that appropriate monitoring, enforcement and public recording regimes are in place?

4. Working with people, including social affairs and skills
· How can we encourage greater student mobility across the EU, particularly for British students?

· What should we be doing to secure EU funding for areas of deprivation in Gloucester?
5. Institutional matters

· How relevant is the UK Parliament going to be ten years from now?  

· When will the European Parliament become more efficient by agreeing to sit in one place rather than two at present?
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